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I ives me ; leiſure} Deedleaichy) to 
hear that your affairs de I amaus go 
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on as auſpiciouſly as your moſt fan- 
[ca wiſhes could have hoped. 
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Lady Lucy is too amiable to trifle 
with a lover ſhe approves, and in 
whoſt conduct, genuine affection is 
too conſpicuous to be doubted. Wo- 
men of her Juſt ideas will not keep a 
worthy man in a "lingering ſtate of 


ſyſpenſ aſe, gperely, to enhance the vas, 
"Vet! IAN tons! in his favour © ; 


or for the pleaſure of exhibiting her 
captive, childiſhly protract his bon- 


— 2 7. — 


Though from a qrality 3 in favour 
of your happineſs, my heart refuſed 


that homage ſhe ſo Juſtly merits; it 
muſt have been an inſenſible, who, 
after a ſhort acquaintance with her 


ladyſhip, could be blind to her at- 


tcaftions,” though they might not 


influeſicechis affections. How ſtren- 


ubuſly did ybu urge me to comply 
*wbe. 1 | 4 lt aw 
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with the wiſhes of my father, little 
ſuggeſting that you was courting me 
to deprive you of what was deſtined 
one day to conſtitute the firſt hap- 
pineſs of your life ; we may indeed, 
in this inſtance, acknowledge it is an 
evil breeze which blows good to no 
one; had I complied, all three of 
us thould, in all human probability, 
have been miſerable;—us in an union 
of indifference, and you in becom- 
ing ſuſceptible of a paſſion, which 
honour mult have forbidden yu to 
indulge. 


_ Your letter“ was forwarded to me 
yeſterday ; for you may perceive by 
this, I have not been able to tear my- 
ſelf from this faſcmating ſpot. Ta 


4.0 


3 Thi baer does not appear, 1 
ab B 2 _ 


— 2 ————— — 
* 


bats only to make them glow the 
brighter; yet are they ſuch as even 


would fooner die than wound her 


minal, ſince they had birth at a time 
when it was no crime to love her. 


1 


1 


4 THE PLA TONIC MARRIAGIA. 


tell me ] reſemble the ſimple inſect 
which hovers round the flame till it 
conſumes him. The ſimile, indeed, 
is not inapplicable; for I find my- 
ſelf a prey to the moſt devouring 
paſſions ; paſſions which reaſon com- 


their object might approve; for I 


ſpotleſs heart by an avowal of ſen- 
timents J can hardly admit are cri- 


4 Daily do I form. a reſolution. of 
- quitting the caſtle ; but the united 


endeavours of this amiable circle to 


detain me longer with them, as of- 
ten overturns it. Their life is one 


- 


continued rational ſcene of happineſs, 


* "Sy 
II It — 4 de- 
g a 
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depending not on others for their 
amuſement; never are they ſuſcep- 
tible of ennui, a ſtranger to thoſe tur- 
bulent paſſions which diſturb the bo- 
ſom of your unhappy friend: this 
lovely woman carries in her mind 
| the perpetual ſun- ſhine of inno- 
"cence and vittue, heightened by a 
piety which appear ever to have been 
habitual, while miſtreſs of every ac- 
compliſhment which can poſſibly 
- adorn her ſex, ſhe ſeems uncon- 
ſcious of poſſeſſing any; and talents 
with which-many would court gen- 
-eral adulation, ſhe devotes ſolely to 
the amuſement of theſe good old 
men, whom ſhe appears to venerate 
with a kind of affection / en 
upon n adoration. 1151 
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at would be difficult for a ſtran- 
ger to judge from her behaviour which 
of them is her huſband; ſhe treats 
both with a tenderneſs ſo truly filial; 
and the conduct of, his grace is e- 
qually untinctured with any appear- 
ance of that diſguſting fondneſs 
which generally betrays itſelf in the 
behaviour of a man, who has been 
tempted to marry a woman ſo much 
en, than Rs 


kg tort, they ae a Bead i 
e pair. It would be to me the 
greateſt ſatis faction, (though a me- 
lancholy one) to learn the minuteſt 
' zngident Which led to the union. of 
their vittues ; for the character of 
both ſeems rather to ſne it ſuch than 
an union of perſons. a 


\- 
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Vet ſhe cannot be afl foul z, Hea- 
ven never ſurely created a form ſo 
lovely, devoid of the natural paſſions 
of youth; every. action ſpeaks a 
heart ſuſceptible of the moſt, refined 
ſenſation, but it is a ſenſibility. un- 
accompanied with the weakneſs, 
which generally attends theſe inet 
re il n 5 163 not!? 


1 was not pr in. my ideas 


of the impreſſion which her beauty | 


and unaſſuming graces'had mage on 
the affections of Lord George Went- 
worth; with his uſual frankneſs, he 
made no ſcruple of owning it, the firſt 
time wre were ſoli; but with a gra- 
vity which, from one of his volatile 
diſpoſition mueh ſurpriſed me, and 
gave room E believe att he is ſe- 

| 534 _.:-_  nouſly 
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riouſly infected witli the moſt re- 
ſpectful paſſion. 


{ KS Low | 
% And what harm, my dear Car- 


teret,” cried he, © can there be 


in loving her; according to the 
common ee of life ſhe: certain- 
ly muſt ſurvive her lord; and what 
then can prevent her from making 
a choice more adapted to her 


youth : the moſt virtuous of her 
ſex are not entirely unſuſceptible 


of the pleaſure ariſing from a re- 
ciprocal attachment; ſhe muſt cer- 


tainly one day become ſenſible 
to the ſofter paſſions, though they 
are now flumbering in eſteem: 
to awaken them would be the firſt 
happineſs of my life. At the firſt 


glance I could hardly reſtrain my 
communicative orbs from expreſ- 


40 ſing 


4 ſing the buſtle ſhe had raiſed in 
„ my heart; and will awn, accord- 
ing to my general ſyſtem, per- 
ſuaded myſelf that the woman 
„hom ambition had lured to mar- 
ry herſelf ſo: unequally, would 
« be no difficult conqueſt: but 
& the virtuous embarraſſment with 
which ſhe met my penetrating 
„ glances, for the firſt time in my 
« life, made me aſhamed of my pre- 
ſumption, and turned my liber- 
tine deſires entirely out of their 
uſualchannel, and inſpired me with 
« an awe of which I was never be- 
4 fore ſuſceptible for a ſex, the 
greater part of whom are as frail 
F is as beautif ul. Her attachment to 
ſuch a retired plan of life is the 
«, baſis on which I build my hopes of 
« future happineſs ; her virtues will 
8 B 5 66 ſe- 
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<< ſecure her from loving during the 

period in which ſhe is a wife; and 
* whenever it pleaſes Heaven to ren- 
der her a widow, my utmoſt en- 
% deavours ſhall not be omitted to 
gain the firſt a in her ef- 
„% teem.“ 


What a ſtrange avowal ! and to 
one of her family alſo—but why 
may it not fucceed? His lordſhip is. 
not unamĩable; and ſetting aſide a little 
propenſity to modern levities, is as 
worthy of eſteem as moſt young men 
of faſhion. 


It is moſt probable (as he 3 
that ſhe will one day become ſuſcep- 
tible of the tender paſſions; and when 
propriety admits of them, who more 
likely to inſpire them than himſelf? 


Happy 
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Happy Lord George ! if nothing 
more is permitted you; at leaſt, you 
are not precluded — ſweet in; 
Augarten hops. 33 Nl. 0 2801 


66 "IE: of all paſſ ions 1 befriends us e 
Joy has her tears; and tranſport has her 
„ degthy- i 110 76 , 
Hope, like a cordial, innocent though ſtrong, 
«© Man's heart at once iaſpfeie and ſerenes, : 1 


There are no ties of conſanguinity to 
place an inſoperable barrier before 
your happineſs. „Tou are not a 
grandſon ! ! Mcteiful God, why was 
1 ordained to läment Tuck an af- 
finity ! FP 


Meadows might indeed with pro- 
priety ſay, (when I ridiculed the ſa- 
cred interdiction in her bible) that 
what was not probable might poſ- 


ſibly happen once in a century; for 
| B 6 am 
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am not I, who leaſt dreaded ſuch an 
event, a melancholy proof of it? I am 
inclined to think that the atten- 
tions of Lord George were not un- 
perceived by the Ducheſs; for 
though he has called ſeveral times, 
ſhe has always on ſome pretext or 
other been too much engaged to bleſs 
him with a ſight of her. 


als for "A „ Frederick; 
my head achs moſt horridly. Would 
to God it were the only painful ſen- 
ſation of which your Carteret is ſuſ- 
ceptible. | 


CARTERET. 


1 
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LETTER: 


TADY GERTRUDE SPENCER TO THE DUCHESS 
| 07 A— 4 Ll 


LADL V, my friend, would I 
comply with your kind requeſt; 
but at preſent am prevented by the 
arrival of the family I ſpoke of when 
with you; and during their ſhort 
ſtay in the country, muſt reluctantly 
take upon me the important buſi- 
neſs of their amuſement; for my 
deareſt mother, though daily amend- 
ing in her health, is as yet unequal 
to the taſk of entertaining them, 
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without the aſſiſtance of your Ger- 
trude. 


How infinitely friendly are your 
wiſhes refpecting a certain amiable 
youth ; of his worth I am not only 
convinced from public report, but from 
having long had ſome of intimacy 
with his family; but had it been be- 
fore doubtful, his having acquired 
the eſteem of my Clara, would be 
ſufficient to dub him a favourite. 


Your partiality, my dear, leads you 
to over-rate the few attractions I poſ- 
{eſs ; for be affured, they are not of 
the ſpecies to ſtrike the heart of your 
anvulnerable relation. His lordſhip 
has already declined ſeveral unob- 
jectionable matches; one in particu- 
lar which convinces me it muſt he 

ſingu- 


/ 
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ſingular merit that attaches his af- 
fections; for all that is amiable, all 
that is lovely, are compriſed in the 
character of Lady Lucy Nugent, 
his father's ward; yet were not 
either her perſonal or mental beauties 
ſufficiently powerful to draw him 
into wedlock. | 


This uncommon averſion to ma- 
trimony, one would imagine, origi- 
nated from ſome diſappointed paſſion: 
but maugre his indifference, I could 
never learn that any unſueceſsful at- 
tachment had determined him on a 
ſtate of celibacy. It is not indeed 
impoſſible that ſuch an event may 
have happened without having tranſ- 
pired ; but as he exhibits no fruits 
of a hopeleſs lover, I am inclined to 
think his hour of ſuſceptibility is 
not yet arrived, | | 
As 
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As ſoon as our viſitors. have left 
us, if the health of the moſt indul- 
gent of parents will admit of my ab- 
fence, I ſhall joy fully, fer a few 
days, quit the priory, and fly to join 
the eſtimable circle at the caſtle of 
Happineſs. ; but muſt for the preſent, 
my deareſt Clara, bid you adieu. 
A fiſhing party is propoſed, and they 
are clamourous in their intreaties for 

me to yield my pen for an inſtru- 
ment I ſhall guide with far leſs Plegy 
ſure. Adieu—aditeu—  ._ . 
As ever, your ade donate 
1191 ann. 


1 
- — — 8 — — 
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F 1 


LETTER M 


THE DUCHESS OF — TO LADY "GERTRUDE 
SPENCER» 


LAS! my deareſt friend, why 
are you not here to confole us; for 
this fortnight paſt, ours has been a 
houſe of mourning. Lord Edward 
has been at the point of death, and 
my deareſt lord been nearly reduced 
to the ſame dangerous ſtate from his 
apprehenſions for his — 8 
n | 2 


A letter from his father, intimat- 
ing his wiſhes for his return, had de- 
termined 
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termined him on leaving us (though 
I] believe he would willingly have 
_ prolonged his viſit, as our retired 
plan of life ſeems perfectly calculat- 
ed to his difpofition) and the hour of 
his departure was appointed ; when, 
on a ſudden, he was ſeized with a 
violent pain in his head, which ter- 
minated in a burning fever, and for 
ſome days his life was totally deſ- 
. paired of. | N 


Lou may judge our general con- 
cern, and that nothing was neglected 
that was likely to contribute to his 
eaſe, or his recovery; for me, I ne- 
ver remember to have experienced 
more acute uneaſineſs, except the 
illneſs of my father at the time of 
our diſtreſs; and that his Grace 
might have the ſatisfaction of ſeeing 

. ä that 


. = 
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that every attention was paid one, 
not leſs to be eſteemed on his own 
account, than for his near affinity to 
himſelf; aſſiſted by Dinah I took 
upon me ſolely the province of his 
nurſe, and adminiſtered to him, with 
my own hand, both his nouriſhment 
and medicines. 


When 3 Was oo 3 * an 
expreis was inſtantly. diſpatched to 
the Abbey: but unfortunately Lord 


arrive till the  fecond day of his 
ſon's illneſs; and the poor young 
gentleman had not the leaſt nove 
ledge of his . | 


His lordſhip, I ſuppoſe, rather 
piqued at our marriage, had not be- 
fore honoured us with a viſit; but 
this 
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this unhappy event entirely over- 
coming his ſcruples, parental tehder- 
neſs gained the victory of every other 
conſideration; and as foon as the 
melancholy intelligence reached him, 
he flew with all poſſible Haſts'' to 
the caſtle. 


It was early in the morning when 
he arrived : neither the duke or my 
father were then up; for it had 
been late before either of them 
could be prevailed on to retire ;-and 
nature more than uſually exhauſted, 
by the agitation of their minds, had 
given ſtrength to the Tug of Mor- 
pheus. bs f 321 


The moment his lordſkip alighted 
from his carriage he deſſred to be 
conducted to the chamber of his ſon-; 

ane 


111 — — Yd 
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and to my ſurpriſe, was at the hed- 
ſide before any of the ſervants had 
time to announce to me his arrival; 
for the room being backwards, I had 
not heard the ſound of his chariot 
heels 1 


| I was ſeated by. the lead of che bed 


fade, in a plain undreſs, with a volume 


of the incomparable; Young's Night 
Thoughts in my hands, from which 
I alternately directed my eyes to- 
wards my poor patient, who appeared: 
to have juſt ſunk into a little ſlum- 


ber, when Lord G —, as I have 


deſcribed, preſented himſelf before 


me. 


I ſtarted, threw down my book, 
and aroſe to welcome his lordſhip, 
who! not ſuſpecting me to be the 

0 ducheſs 
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ducheſs of A——, treated ' me with 


very little ceremony : but after 
many queſtions concerning Lord Ed- $ 
ward's illneſs, the manner in which 


he was firſt ſeized, and what reme- 
dies had been adminiſtered; ſaid he 
was very glad to find there was one 
female in the houſe, above the com- 


mon order, who was humane enough 


to ſuperintend the nurſing of his ſon, 
as he imagined her Grace was too 


much engaged to think of him ;— 
then begged me to continue my atten | 
tions and his e mould be 
ane ol | | 


From this ack, my Gertrude, 


you may judge what ideas he enter- 


tained of the woman he little ſuſ- 
pected he was then addreſſiag; and 


I Was determined to leave it to ſome +| 


oO 


«i 


— 
— 


PT Tas AAS bw a r.0o an oo 
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one elſe to undeceive him; for I 
really pitied the confuſion he muſt 
feel when convinced how much he 
had injured me by theſe unfavour- 
able i Gs , | 


He then fat down vn the edge of 
the bed, melancholily contemplating 
the pallid features of his ſon, now 
and then | honouring me with a. 
glance, every one of which ſeemed 
to teſtify increaſing approbation ; and 
was juſt taking up. my book to learn 
the ſubject of my ſtudies, when Di- 
nah entered the room with a cup of 
chocolate ; and approaching me with 
that reſpect which the honeſt crea- 
ture delights in ſhewing me, not- 


| | D withſtanding the familiarity with 
which I treat her, addreſſed me by» 
4 3 = title, begging me to drink it, as 


3 ſhe 
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ſhe was ſure T muſt by this time | 
ſtand in need of ſome refreſhment. | 


Had. you ſeen how creſt fallen his 
lordſhip appeared, you would have 
pitied him; all his ſtatelineſs was in 
an inſtant put to flight ;—he ſtam- 
mered out an apology for the diſre- 
ſpe& of which he had been guilty, 
alledging, that it was unnatural to 
imagine that a young lady of qua- 
lity would ſacrifice her reſt to the at- 
tendance of the ſick ;—at ſuch an 
early hour too, he could have no 
thought of meeting me in the apart- 
ment of his ſon: then recovering from 
his confuſion, uttered the warmeſt ex- 
preſſions of gratitude; and begged 
that the inference he had ſo inadvert - 
ently thrown out, from being unac- 
quainted with her worth, might be 
8 buried 
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byried in oblivion—and diſcovering 
in me at once a multitude of perfec- 
tions he had before overlooked, con- 
demned himſelf for his ſtupidity, in a 
manner that would have excited in 
me an inclination to riſibility, had 
not my mind been too much affected 
with the melancholy circumſtances 
attending this awkward introduction, 
to admit a ray of chearfulneſs. 


8 little time after Lord Edward 
awoke; but though ſomewhat re- 
freſhed by his temporary flumber, 
his delirium ſtill continued—he gazed 
wildly on his father, then haſtily 
withdrawing his eyes, exclaimed, 

—+<< But I muſt not indulge myſelf ; 
4 tig ſacrilege to loox ——where, 
* where ſhall I hide me from the 


« heaven of her charms ?” And 


Vol. III. CG covering 


* 
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covering his face with the ſheet, 
ſighed ſo piteouſly that my heart bled 
for him, though his diſtreſs was 

only the phantom of a diſordered 
imagination; every faculty being im- 
paired by the fever which conſumed 
him. | 


"k His lordſhip taking his 1900 
Wil which he wetted with paternal tears, 
endeavoured to ſooth hie diſtraQed 


mand, 


« Away!“ cried he, ſnatching it 
from him, with a roughneſs to which 
1 his gentle nature, in his reaſonable 
1 moments is a ſtranger.— ““ I'll have 
1 „% none of them tell me not of 
their fortune + 


« Ah! is he not more W * —_— 2” 
Thus 


7 
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Thus did his diſturbed 1deas wan- 
der; one minute {lamenting in the 
ſtrain of hopeleſs love, the next 
armed with the ferocity of a hoſtile 
warrior, invoking the God of battle 
W to direct his ſword. | 


For ſeveral days did he continue 
in this affecting ſtate before his diſ- 
order was at its criſis; and while his 
recovery was doubtful, it is difficult 
to ſay whoſe ſituation was moſt to 
be lamented, that of the afflicted ſuf- 
ferer, or thoſe moſt intereſted in his 
preſervation. It was with difficulty 
I could prevail on either the duke or. 
his father, ever to leave his room long 
enough to refreſh them from their 
painful watchings; the former ſaw 
himſelf about to be deprived of a 
beloved grandſon, whoſe budding, 
2 C 2 virtues, 
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virtues, when matured by years, pro- 
miſed an ample harveſt of happi- -i 
neſs to all who ſhould partake the 
fruits of them. —He wept ; but ſof- 


4 


tened by religion, his grief was not 3 
clamorous as Lord G——'s ; it was 
the grief of a Chriſtian, who, while 
he laments the ſtroke, bows with 
ſubmiſſion to the omnipotent hand 
which gives it—That of his lord- 
ſhip, on the contrary was impetu- 


ous and uncontroulable as the agi- 
tated boſom of a troubled ocean; he 
called aloud on every one to ſave a 
ſon valuable from his merit, and 
with whom his title and hereditary 
| honours muſt fink into oblivion ; of- 
fered the phyſician immenſe ſums to 
reſtore him to convaleſcence ; as if 
they could outſtretch the abilities of 
their profeſſion, and put themſelves 
N ; * 
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in the place of the Almighty—in 
ſhort, he exhibited the moſt extra- 
vagant figns of grief, and put us 
under equal apprehenſions for his 
own reaſon, as for the life of his be- 
loved child. 


Fortunately Heaven, in pity to 
all thoſe to whom the growing vir- 
tues and amiable qualities of this 
young nobleman has endeared him, 
reſtored him to their prayers. He 
lives, and is, we flatter ourſelves, 
out of danger from the immediate 
effects of his fever ; but a langour ſtall 
hangs upon him, which from be- 
ing attended with ſome other ſymp- 
toms of a decline, if not ſpeedily re- 
moved may be equally dangerous. 


C 3 + - Mis: 
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His father left us yeſterday ; ſome 
parliamentary buſineſs called him 
away; but as Lord Edward 1s yet 
too weak to bear a removal, he will 
continue with us ſome time longer; 
when it is adviſed, that he ſhould 
paſs a few months in the ſouth 
of France, with a view to the 
more perfect re-eſtabliſhment of his 
health. 


You may ſuppoſe, my dear, I am 
become an immenſe favourite with 
Lord G — for the attention I 
have paid his darling ; he congratu- 
lates the duke hourly on the acqui- 
ſition of ſuch a partner; ſwears I am 
a phoenix, and wiſhes to Heaven he 
could ſtumble on juſt ſuch another 
for his ſon; he ſhould then have 
ſome hopes of ſeeing bim more diſ- 


poſed 


1 
' 
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| poſed to matrimony than he ever yet 


could find him. 


6 Has your grace no female friend 


„% who reſembles you in the beau- 


ties both of mind and perſon? If 


« you have, in pity, give us the clue 
© to find her; whether in this coun- 
& try or that which gave you birth, 

« we will fly to pay the tribute of 


„ her charms. 1 


q Though this was ſpoke with an air 
of pleaſantry, more from the effuſions 
of a heart juſt reſtored to eaſe than 
from any real meaning, I could per- 
ceive it much affected his ſon, who, 
J dare ſay, moſt ſincerely wiſhes his 


lordſhip leſs anxious to ſee him mar- 


ew; and in pity to the dejection 
„ C eneielt 
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which hun g over his elegant features, 
1 I replied with Ow I 


Indeed, my lord, it is a taſk to 
« which I am unequal, if you 'with 
the reſemblance to be ſtriking; but 
there are both here and in Bruſ- 
« ſels many whoſe ſuperiority in 
both, I dare ſay, need only 
„ be ſeen to be acknowledged, 1 
«© am of opinion, that in affairs 
« where it is neceflary the heart 
“ ſhould be intereſted, tecomment- 
ation is entirely ineſſential. Lord, 
« Edward will, I dare ſay, have no 
* occaſion for a clue to guide him 
to the object worthy to 1mpreis, 
his ; as accident will, ſome time or 
* other, preſent ſuch an one to his 
view, without our affiſtance. You, 
"WF — there is no office ſo un- 
66 thankful 
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„ thankful as that of recommend- 
ation; every one ſhould chuſe for 
e themſelves in buſineſs of ſuch con- 
5 ſequence as matrimony.” 


** 


— J am of your opinion, my 
e deareſt Clara, rejoined the duke. 
«© My. grandſon has certainly diſ- 
+. cernment enough to. diſcover me- 
e rit where it is to be found; and 
+ though the diſcovery may come 
* ſomewhat later than his lordfhip. 
„ wiſhes, I think he will have a 
* fairer chance for happineſsin unit- 

ing himſelf to a wiſe of his own 
ſelection.“ COL 


6 


* 


* Certainly replied Lord G— ; 
but it is time lie began the ſearch, - 
or he will never arrive at felicity 5 
„ and mine will always be incom- 

Ee „ plete 
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«© plete, till I behold- a proſpect of 
© ſeeing myſelf reflected in his pro- 
[24 geny. * 


—* For Heaven's ſake, my dear 
ee fir, let us drop the ſubject for the 
<« preſent,” cried the poor invalid; 
«« for the place to which I truſt Iam 
* journeying, they abet marry 
« or are given in marriage.“ 


A deep ſigh accompanied theſe 
words, and his father fearing to in- 
. creaſe his depreſſion, no longer con- 
tinued the theme; nor did he again 
renew it, while he continued at the 


caſtle. 


| Lord Edward's dejection of fpirits 
greatly affects us all, and to remove 
m is our hourly ſtudy; at preſent 
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he is too weak to partake of any a- 
muſement out; but we vary the 
ſcene as much as poſſible within 
doors. Lord George Wentworth 
and the ladies of his family, diſ- 
penſing with ceremony, have been 
here twice ſince he left his chamber; 
but the preſence of the former 
(whoſe particular behaviour towards 
me have before deſcribed) is ſuch a 
reſtraint upon mine; that I am ne- 
ver myſelf in his ſociety.  - 

Come, my. deareſt Gertrude, and 
help us to amuſe our dejected pa- 
tient ; drive from him thoſe gloomy 
ideas he ſo compoſedly nourtthes, 
and teach him that he has a heart. 
Let him not find his ſenſibility in a 
foreign elime, while England boaſts 
an exotic poſſeſſed of charms ſuffi⸗ 
SH C 6 cient 


* 
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dient to awaken it from its dormant 
ſtate. Vou are not unacquainted, 

its true, but you have never been in- 
mates of our family, conſequently 
have only a tranfient knowledge of 
each other's attractions. Congęnial 
fouls unite themſelves by inſtinct, 

from having Jong reſiſted the attacks 
of the capricious deity; when the 
hour of ſuſceptibility arrives, he will 
avenge himſelf by ſhedding on your 
hearts the warmeſt influence of 
love, and force you, however re- 
luctantly, to acknowledge the utmoſt 
extent of his power. 


How fſhouldI rejoice in an event 
that I'm perfuaded would infure the 
happineſs of both; there lives not a 
woman on earth, except my Ger- 
trude, worthy the affection of this 
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eſtimable youth; nor does there ex- 
iſt a man ſo deſerving of hers. 


I ſhall expect you without fail in 
a day or two, my dear. Your viſi- 
tors muſt by this time think of re- 
turning to the world of gaiety. 
Lady Spencer is better; and will I 
flatter myſelf fpare you to the wiſhes 
gf.» | | 


Your affectionate, 


” 


— 


CLARA. 


LET- 
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Fg 


LETTER MN 


LADY GERTRUDE SPENCER TO THE DJUCHESS 
OF —. | | 


OUR account of Lord Edward's 
recent danger has pained me 
greatly, my friend, as I am convinc- 
ed how much a heart ſuſceptible of 
ſympathy as yours, muſt have fuffer- 
ed on the occaſion. I can feel alſo for 
a parent whoſe exiſtence is wrapt in 
that of a beloved ſon; yet ſome- 
thing whiſpers me, that Lord G—, 
with all his tenderneſs, 1s not a pa- 
rent calculated to promote the hap- 


* of his offspring. 
What- 
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Whatever ſentiments I before en- 
tertained of his lordſhip's indiffer- 
ence for our ſex, I now retract them; 
be aſſured he has already and till 
feels the influence of that Deity you 
ftile capricious—his ravings amidſt 
his deliriums ; his ſubſequent lan- 
gour, and his ſettled averſion to ma- 
trimony, diſplay a heart overwhelmed 
with hopeleſs. love. 


The object we may never be able 
to diſcover ; conſcious that the am- 
bitious views of his father would 
prevent his lending an ear to the 
pleadings of genuine affection, he 
ſmothers the deſtroying 7 and 
lets 


« 8 like a worm in we bud prey o on 
* bis Ker cheek, 7 


60 | | : | Unlike 
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Unlike moſt young men of the 
age, he ſeeks not alleviation in a 
round of diſſipated pleafures; but 
_ nouriſhing his fatal paſſion by a life 
of reaſon and retirement, it twineg 
more cloſely round his heart, per- 
vades throughout his frame, and, like 
a ſubtile poiſon, undermines his 
health. | 


From ſome particular circum- 
ſtances which ſtrikes. my recollec- 
tion, I ſhould fuggeſt the object; 

yet from others it cannot be a re- 
cent attachment; and if a Iong eſta» 
bliſhed one, I wonder its effects have 
not before been viſible ; in fine I am 
at a loſs to gueſs its origin, though 
love, I am perſuaded, is his diſeaſe ; 
but as I hope to be with you in a few. 
days, between us we may be able to. 
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form our conjectures with more cer- 

tainty : would to. Heaven we could 
as eaſily alleviate his depreſſion as 
dive into its ſource ; but if Hope 
deigns not to illumine his heart, the 
lenient hand of time can alone relieve | 
him, | 


Travelling is the moſt efficacious. 
preſcription I know for diſorders of 
the mind; however inclined to re- 
vert to the ſubject of its diſtreſs, cone 
tinual variation , of ſcenes, and 3 
conſtant ſucceſſion of objects, leave 
but ſmall interval for thought ; and 


if it does not produce an oblivion to 


hoarded grief, it at leaſt ſerves to di- 
vert the mind from thoſe unavail- 
ing reflections which only _y to 
augment . | 


Should 
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Should this dejection of ſpirits 
continue, the ſooner your patient em- 
barks for the continent the better; 
even his abſence, when they can 
hear he is daily acquiring health, 
will be more grateful to his friends 
than to ſee him languiſh before their 
eyes, without the power of affording 
_ relief, | | 


Tired of thoſe Sylvan ſcenes which 
Wa for the firſt week rendered 
charming, our gueſts are flown to 
their native element; there to diſſi- 
pate their hours in pleaſures more 
adapted to their unreflecting hearts; 
for the laſt few days ennui erated 
dT rs the party— 


4 * 


Sick of the low of kine, and numerous bleat 
« Of flocks thick nibbling thro” the clover'd * 
„ yale,” 


They 
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They ſought the aid of painted 
paſteboards to kill the lingering hours; 
and my little attachment to an a- 
muſement which affords ſmall plea- 
ſure on reflection, rendered me no 
very deſirable companion. 


To be ingenuous, I was not very 
ſorry to find their viſit at an end. 
There are in the world a kind of peo- 
ple whoſe ſociety produces a pleaſure 
ſo intereſting, as to make us regret 
the loſs of it. How different were 
ty. ſenſations in parting with my 
Clara ; my heart now feels no chear- 
leſs vaid, which only the remem- 
brance of paſt occurrences can fill. 
I do not recolle& a ſingle hour fince 
they have been with us, that I 
would wiſh to live over again, ſo P 


PE have they all been ſpent : 
but 


* 
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but the ſatis faction J anticipate in a 
ſpeedy re- union with my friend, 
will amply compenſate for the pe- 
nance I have undergone, and my 
flumber to-night be more tranquil 
than uſual, from the pleaſing reflec- 
tion that our next converſation will be 
verbal. Two days more and then I. 
Matter myſelf with the hopes of em- 
bracing her who fills unbounded 
Tpace in the heart of her affectionate 


GERTRUDE. 


LE T- 
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LETTER v. 


LORD EDWARD CARTERET TO six FREDERICK 
DENBEIGHs 


A CCUSE me not of neglect, Fre- 

derick, but be thankful you 
ever hear from me again ; for a whole 
fortnight has my ſoul been hovering 
on the. confines of eternity; and 
even as yet ſeems undetermined whi- 
ther to wing its flight where the 
« weary are at reſt,“ or longer take 
up its abode in a world that has nor 
Bought to offer it worth living for. 


_ 
6 | 
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My conſtitution never very robuſt, 
ſoon became a prey to the contend- 
ing paſſions which the continual ſight 
of this lovely woman awakened in 
my heart; devoured by the ſmother- 
ed flame, it no longer confined itſelf 
to the mental part, but ſpread 
throughout my frame ; a malignant 


fever aſſailed my body, and reaſon 


too weak to ſuſtain the complicated 
burthen, ſunk under its preſſure. 


For ſome days I knew no one that 
was about me; and ſtil} trembling 
to think what extravagancies I may 
have uttered, I do not recolle& a 
ſingle circumſtance which occurred 
till after the criſis of my diſorder ; 
when 1n the firſt interval of my de- 


lirium, I beheld my father and the 


ducheſs ſeated by my bed, The 
pre- 


Ty 


THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE. 47 


preſence of the latter, cauſed in me 
an emotion of gratitude; I could 
with difficulty confine within the 
bounds of prudence ;—to receive a 
viſit from her in my chamber at that 
inſtant, appeared to me a ſufficient 


compenſation for all that I had ſuffer- 


ed; and in faultering accents, I ex- 
preſſed my acknowledgments for 
the honour conferred on me. * 


« Alas! my deareſt ſon,” ſaid 
Lord G——, you know not the 
«« extent of your obligations. To 
& this lady, you are probably, next 
© to God, indebted for your life, 
% —ſhe has watched over you with 
te the moſt ſiſterly attention, ſcarce 


ever leaving your apartment ſince 


« you firſt were taken ill—here I 
found her on my arrival, and here 
Z | ſhe 
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5 ſhe has almoſt ever ſince remain- 
& ed, without ever allowing herſelf 
& time for that refreſhment which 
« ſuch fatigue muſt render eſſential 
to her health. The moſt eloquent 
* effuſions of gratitude are inade- 
<< quateto my feelings; but my heart 
will ever retain the remembrance 
4c of her tender cares—to theſe I 
«© owe my child. What thanks 
„are equal to the bleſſing ?” «4 


What were my ſenſations, Fre- 
derick, to find, that from the hands 
of the angelic woman I had received 
all my medicines during my illneſs ; 
that ſhe had condeſcended to watch 
by me; deprived herſelf of her na- 
tural reſt to contribute to my eaſe ; 
and yet ſeemed inſenſible of having 


merited any acknawledgments. You 
" may 
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may feel what it is impoſſible I can 
deſcribe to you—forgetful of every 


| thing but the ſtrong emotions of my 


gratitude, I was near throwing my- 
ſelf out of bed to thank her on my 
knees,. for this unexampled proof 'of 
her humanity ; but my weakneſs 


providentially ſaved me from an in- 


diſcretion I muſt have repented while 
J had life. On attempting to raiſe 


myſelf from my pillow, my head 


grew giddy, a miſt ſwam before my 
eyes, and it was above an hour be- 
fore the powers of articulation were 


again reſtored to me; with it return⸗ 


ed my reaſon; and yielding to the 
mild dictates of that unerring mo- 
nitor, -I' moderated my tranſports, 
nor ſuffered them to betray me into 


a diſcovery of a paſſion" that muſt 
. „vo“. III. D have 
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| haye ever rendered me deſpicable in 
the eyes of virtue and its object. 


Till able to leave my bed, my 
amiable nurſe devoted all her hours 
to my apartment; even her benevo- 
lent round. of morning viſits were 
neglected to fulfil the duties of huma- 
nity and tenderneſs to your highly 
favoured Carteret ;—but when I be- 
gan to fit up ſome hours in the day, 
the remitted a little of her attend» 
ance, and left me to the care of my 
father and the duke, who with my 
Villeroy, generally paſſed the greateſt 
part of the day with me. 


This . of her —.— 
though it was what I muſt naturally 


have expeQad, W cious that her 
at- 


— 
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attentions had originated ſolely from 
the innate goodneſs of her heart, and 


the ſtrongeſt attachment to the wor- 


thy man to whom ſhe had given . 


hand) pained me moſt ſeverely: 


have been ſtill in the dangerous "i 
from which I fo recently. had been 
ſaved, appeared to me not half fo 
dreadful as to loſe thoſe ſoothing 
marks of eſteem with which ſhe had 
indulged me. As my health return- 
ed, my ſpirits flagged ; I ſunk into a 
langour which made them appre- 
henſive of a decline; and to diſſipate 
my depreſſion became as eſſential as 
to adminiſter reſtoratives. 


It was then this charming woman 
_ b g herſels, 


Da | To 
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To chaſe away the unauſpicious 
gloom which hung upon my mind, 
ſhe played, ſung, diſplayed a pro- 
penſion to innocent raillery I had ne- 
ver before obſerved in her; made 
little parties in my room purpoſely 
to divert my mind; and, in ſhort, 
neglected nothing that was likely to 
be effectual in promoting my amuſe- 
ment. A 251 


It would be difficult to ſay to 
whom ſhe gave the ſincereſt plea- 
ſure, by the amiability of her con- 
duct; her own father cannot adore 
her more than mine appears to do; 
and as to the duke, he contemplates 
thoſe loyely features, illumined by 
every virtue, with an enthuſiaſm 


one ſhould deem idolatry, was it not 
. — for 
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for the aſſurance that ſhe is worthy 
to be idolized. 


All but your unhappy friend dare 
expreſs to her the unbounded affec- 
tion of their hearts; but he, fearful 
of giving the reins to his ſenſation, 
not even ventures to acknowledge 
that gratitude which her recent care 
of him requires—is afraid to lift his 
eyes towards her charming face, 
leaſt the fatal ſecret ſhould evaporate 
in each glance; but it is a reſtraint 
for which he compenſates by be- 
ſtowing privately all that homage on 
the picture which he dare not expreſs 
for the captivating origimal, * - - 


* 


% 


The day before yeſterday, my fa- 
ther left the caſtle, and as ſoon as 
my ſtrength permits I hall prepare 
di D 3 to 


” 
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to leave it alſo; my phyſicians hav- 
ing preſcribed the ſouth of France, 
as the climate molt ſalutary to a diſ- 
order they cannot fathom. Ah ! 
are they not in ſome degree right ? 
If relief ever can be expected, is it 
not at a diſtance from her faſcinating 
form that I muſt find it? Yet will 
it not haunt my imagination where- 
ever I turn my ſteps? Never! ne- 
ver! can it be obliterated from my 
heart. I may wander for ever in 
fearch of the waters of oblivion; for 
a paſſion like mine, in death only 
are they to be found. | 


But 1 will go, as — myſelf 
from her adored ſociety is my only 
fecurity againſt imprudence : an un- 
guarded look or expreſſion might be- 


Wh the my” or my heart, and 
involve 


THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE. 55 


involve her in my miſery. For to a 
delicate mind to know itſelf the ob- 
ject of a criminal attachment, is al- 
moſt as painful as to feel one; and 
not even to obtain the warmeſt re- 
turn to my unforranate tenderneſs, 
Would 1 voluntarily be the means 
of giving her a moments uneaſineſs, 
or aim to inſpire in her innocent 
boſom a ſentiment towards me be- 
yond thoſe of the "8 reſt friend- 


ſhip. 


There can be no crime in loving 
what is fo worthy to be beloved; 
but in diſcovering that attachment 
ſhould I not immediately become 
criminal ? Let me fly while 1 am, 
ſafe. 


* 


D 4 I Would 


% 


56 THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE. 


I I would make uſe of every perſua- 
ſion in my power to prevail on you 
to accompany me, but it would be 
tearing you from happineſs z Lady 
Lucy too would never pardon me 
—there 1s then no remedy; I muſt 
go alone, and perhaps with as little 
inclination to cultivate the pleaſures 
of ſociety as ally one ever fat out 
from their native country. 


If ĩt is poſſible for me to feel any ſa- 
tis faction at a diſtance from the lovely 
object of my ill- fated love, it will be 
in the idea that I ſhall, in the courſe 
of my little tour, traverſe the auſ- 

picious ſpot which gave birth to ſuck 
perfection | | 
From ſome trifling circumſtances 


mentioned: 18 the rourſe of conver- 
ſation, 
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fation, I find this. amiable woman 
has not been always happy. I am 


inclined to think it was while under 
the influence of adverſity ſhe be- 


came acquainted with the Duke: 


but the particulars of her ſtory I haye 


never yet been able to learn. Lady 


Gertrude Spencer, it ſeems, has been 
ſome years happy in her tendereſt 
friendſhip; they became acquainted 
while the father of her ladyſhip was 
on an embaſſy at Paris, and have 
ever ſince maintained the ſtricteſt in- 
timacy; while the ſea divided them 


they . conſtantly: kept up a literary 


correſpondence, and ſince they be- 
came inhabitants of the ſame clime, 
have devoted as much of their time 


to each others ſociety, as their re- 


pective duties would permit; for the 
diſpoſition of both teaches them ever 
| D 5 = WM 


w 


SE — — * 
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to prefer the happineſs of their * 
nw to n gratification. 


| What would I not ſacrifice to the 
letters which have paffed between 
them ; not a manuſcript in the world 
would be to me half ſo valuable. In 
them I ſhould doubttets diſcover the 


genvine ſentiments of her fpotlefs 
_ ſoul; ſhould learn alſo the motives 


from which ſhe was actuated to u- 
nite herſelf to a man whoſe virtues 
alone would have been infufficent to 
recommend him to moſt young la- 
dies of her age; and become ac- 
quainted with the delicate ſcruples 


| which agitated her heart before the 
determined to accept his hind—for 


fcruples I'm convinced the muſt have 


Had, as every part of Her eonduct 


Heu her potſoſt of thoſe finer foel- 


ings. 
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ings which never permit an action 
apparently abſurd, without being 
preceded by reflection. 


But ſuch a treaſure is almoſt as 
much out of my reach as fate has 
placed the writer, It 1s my misfor- 
tune to have placed all my happineſs 
on things impoſitble to be attained : 
diſappointment muſt therefore of 
courſe, for ever purſue my ſteps. 
The only folace J have in the world, 
is the little copy of the moſt perfect 
rignel that nature ever * n 


Since 1 have learnt the friendſhip 
which ſubſiſts between theſe ladies, 
I have been petſuaded this valuable 
portrait muſt have been the property 

vf lady Gertrude, Delightful. ac- 
N never, never will I part 

D 6 with 
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with it, till the heart which became 
a captive to its inanimate beauties 
ſhall ceaſe to palpitate. 


- Happy precaution that; of having 
ths caſe which conceals my treaſure 
open by ſecret ſprings ; otherwiſe 
(as it always is pendant in my bo- 
ſom) it muſt have inevitably bees 
| diſcovered kg my confinement... 


A carriage has juſt drove up. the 
avenue—it is the Spencer livery. 
Lady Gertrude - deſcends from it, 
and the lovely ducheſs flies to em- 
| brace her friend—the duke and Mr. 
Villeroy unite their welcome with 
__ of their beloved n, 55 


7 


Kuh Frederick, 1 miſt quit my 
pen to join the happy party, though | 
27. 25 * s | my 
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my heart is little diſpoſed to parti- 
cipate of their felicity. | 


Y ours, +7, 2 


CARTERET. 


— — —— — 
— — —— 
% a "th ds _ — 


| 
| 
| 
U 


LO ona — i 
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LETTER VI 


LORD GEORGE WENTWORTH TO SIR CHARLES 
BOUVYERIE. 


EAVEN forbid I ſhould fol- 
low the counſels * of ſuch a 
pernicious monitor ! Attempt- the 
ſeduction of her unſullied virtue! 


ou cannot ſurely be ſerious in 


your advice ; if you are, Charles, 


know that it's contemned. Till now 


I have ever looked upon the ſex as 


lawful prey ; but this incomparable 


woman has awakened in my heart 


* This letter does not appear. 


nNeWs. 
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new-born ſentiments ſentiments as 
pure as the mind of her who has in- 
ſpired them. 


Too long have I trampled on the 
laws of honour ; but never more will 


I intrude on thoſe rights which Tam, 


too late convinced, the mind of 
every honeſt. man will teach him to- 
hold ſacred. You tell me the greateſt 
difficulties I have to furmount, the 
more unbounded will be my plea- 


fures when I have obtained the vic- 


tory. No pleaſures, I am perſuad- 


ed, could equal thoſe I experience in 
the victory over my paſſions : it is 


the firſt conqueſt of the kind I ever 
attempted, and will, on reflection, 
afford me the ſincereſt ſatisfaction. 


118077 
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To attempt the ſeduction of ſuch 
a woman, would be like prophaning 
a temple dedicated to Heaven. 
Every one beholds her with the 
moſt, ſacred - adoration 5 the natural 
beauties of her perſon (for to every 
ſpecies of art ſhe is a ſtranger,) 

though they far ſurpaſs the gener- 
ality of her ſex, are the leaſt Mg of 
her attractions. 


At eighteen ſhe devotes her hours 
to all the noble purpoſes of life; va- 
lues the gifts of fortune,. not for the 
{ſuperiority of elegance they per- 
mit her to diſplay over her neigh- 
bours, but for the unlimited povrer 

of diſpenſing happineſs around her: 
without the moſt trifling oſtentation, 
ſhe practiſes all the duties of reli- 
gion; and by her exemplary con- 
. 
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duct, animates all her family to do 
the ſame. To complete the portrait 
of her excellencies, ſhe treats a huſ- 
band, above four times as old as her- 
ſelf, with that tender attention which 
ſhews her more warmly intereſted in 
his felicity, than any other * 
on earth. 


. The advanced age of the duke 
renders the calm pleaſures of retire- 
ment more agreeable than the buſtle 
of a court; yet would he willingly 
ptcompany: her to town, that ſhe 
might partake of amuſements more 
adapted to her own: but preferring | 
his eaſe to every perſonal: gratifica- 
tion, ſhe is not to be prevailed on, 
(even for a time) to quit a ſcene in 
which, though ſhe experiences none 
of FINE of 1 gaieties of life, yet 
8 feels 
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feels its moſt tranquil ſatisfac- 


tions. 


Lord Edward Carteret has been 
ſome time on a viſit to his grand - 
father; and fince his arrival at the 
caſtle has been dangerouſty ill: the 
charming ducheſs, ſuperior to that 
little pride which betrays itſelf in 
moſt females raiſed above their na- 
tural ſphere, (for I bave heard, that 
before her marriage, ſhe was not only 
untitled, but unpoliſned) condeſcended 
to become herſelf his nurſe; and to 
her humane attentions, the whole 
family aver that he is chiefly in- 
debted for his recovery. Happy for 


him that his conſtitutional indiffer- 


ence for the fex, preſerves him from 
the mania which muſt infe& ahnoſt 
every one acquainted with her faſci- 

nations. 
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nations. What a treaſure muſt be 
the heart of ſuch a woman! the 
exquiſite ſenſibility ſhe poſſeſſes, 
muſt, when ſoftened by the tender 
paſſion, render her ſuſceptible of the 
moſt refined attachment; accuſtom- 
ed to draw her happineſs from the 
pureſt ſource, thoſe delicate nameleſs 
 fatisfations of love muſt be all her 
own. The ſtrict conſiſtency of her 
conduct, in a union to which ſhe 
could only be induced by perfect 
& eſteem, unenlivened by deſire,” 
is a proof of the- exalted happineſs 
that muſt be experienced by him 
whom Heaven deſtined to inſpire her 
with warmer ſentiments. | 


What penance ſhould I think too 
great to obtain the flattering hope of 
being 
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being in ſome future day that highly 
diſtinguiſhed mortal! 


Happy for us we cannot pry into 
futurity; was it permitted us to de- 
velop the deſigns of Providence, I 
ſhould perhaps, at this inſtant, be 
the moſt wretched man alive; but 
as it is not, I muſt hope — feeble as 
Is the anchor on which! lean. ct 


* believe you have fats lista 
of Lady Gertrude Spencer, and ſub- 
ſcribe to the general opinion of her 
being an agreeable accompliſhed wo- 
man; it would certainly be an in- 
juſtice to deny her the tribute of ad- 
miration; but who can be attracted 
by a leſſer conſtellation, whoſe eyes 
are dazzled with the refulgent brik 
kancy of the ſun? Her ladyſhip is 
5 ; now 
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now on a viſit to the ducheſs of A—; 


and was it not favouring a little too 
much of that puppyiſm I begin to 


deſpiſe, I ſhould tell you that I am 
afraid ſhe regards a certain reformed 
friend of yours with an-eye of ten- 
der partiality. I ſay. afraid, becauſe 
it; would give me real concern to find 
thoſe ſuſpicions confirmed; for the 
mere triumph of wounding a heart 


not deſtined to form the happineſs of 


mine, is one in which I ſhall never 
more find ſatis faction. 


Lord Edward in compliance to the | 


advice of his phyſician, propoſes; a 
tour to the continent; and I am more 
than half determined to accompany 
him; I am not now afraid of having 
ſuch a grave ſentimental ſpy. upon 


© © my 
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my actions, as J am myſelf become 
one of the ſober throng. 


And how long will this puritanical 
4 fit hold you out?“ methinks you 
cry—Why faith, Charles to my 
life's end, I truſt ; but if it ſhould 
not, I ſhall have candour enough to 
' acquaint you with my relapſe. 


My intentions of going abroad is 
the greateſt proof I can give you 
that my good intentions (however 
for the preſent) are ſincere; as by 
flying from the temptation which aſ- 
fails my heart, I ſhall beft inſure 
my ſelf from an infringement of them. 


Should your good planets ever or- 
dain you the happineſs of being in- 
troduced to the acquaintance of this 

| — oe 
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epitome of human perfections, and 
your taſte is not entirely vitiated, you 
will think as I do: till when, you are 


at liberty to make what comments 


you think proper, on the conduct 
of | 


* 


G. WENTWORTH. 


4a* 


LET- 
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LN 


„ 


THE DUCHESS OF 4 — T0 LADY GERTRUDE 
SPENCER. 


OW. ſhall I find words to ac- 
quaint my Gertrude with 

a diſcovery that affects me beyond 
expreſſion ? You left me, my friend, 
juſt when I was about to need all 
your friendly counſels. 


Vour conjectures in regard to Lord 
Edward, were indeed too true ;—but 
you. little ſuggeſt who is the ob- 
jekt of his ill-fated paſſion, —_ 
REY. The 
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The morning after your departure, 
while Dinah was dreſſing me, and 
Mit ford aſſiſting at my toilet, (the 
former never yielding to any one a 
place ſhe has ſo long filled) I hap- 
pened to take up a little caſe, in the lid 
of which was ſome fancy picture. 


Mitford, who you know is very 


voluble, chanced to caſt her eye on 


it; and turning to Dinah, exclaimed - 


. 
” 5 * 
4a " 
* ” 


Is not that the exact figure of 


the lady that Lord Edward wears 


in his boſom ?”? 


“ Perhaps it may,“ replied Di- 
nah, but I did not take notice 
e enough of the other to be certain; 
<< for I was afraid his lordſhip would 
„ awake, and 1 could never have 

Vol. III. E „looked 
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« looked in his face again, after 
having preſumed to take ſuch-a 
by N 

— What is it you are e talking 
« of,” ſaid I, ſomewhat. intereſted 
in their diſcourſe : * how came ei- 
« ther of you to know that Lord 
Edward wore a picture? It is a 
„ medal, 1 ſuppoſe ;—at a diſtance 
« you could not poſſibly tell the 
« difference.” 


— No, indeed at is a piture,— 
« and if your Grace will have the 
« goodneſs to pardon me for being 
+ fo curious, he tell you how I 
1 came to ſee it.“ | 

As my own curioſity was as pre- 
dominant as hers, I could not very 
| well 
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well attempt to cenſure it, and there- 
_ ſuffered her to e 


She then ſaid, that during his 
lordſhip's illneſs, Dinah having re- 
queſted her aſſiſtance in doing ſome- 


thing about the bed, they perceived 


a ribbon faſtened about his neck, 
from which was ſuſpended a * 
caſe. 


«© As: my lord was then aſleep,” 
continued Mitford, ** and from his 
« tumbling and toſſing about in his 
« delirium, it had flipt out of the 
„ boſom. of his ſhirt; I thought 
e there could be no harm in peep- 
ing at it; and the caſe being half 
„open, I had a full fightof the pic- 
ture, which was as pretty a lady 
as ever I ſaw. Mrs. Dinah was 

6: E 2 Juſt 
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juſt ſtealing a look at it over the 
„ bed; for ſhe was on the other 
«« ſide, when trying to hold it for 
< her to have a better view, my fin- 
“gers ſlipt, and the caſe locked of 
<& 1t{elf, nor could all my endeavours 
open it again: it muſt be the re- 
ſemblance of ſome lady that his 
4 lordſhip loves: for ſeveral times 
4 ſince his recovery, I have ſeen 
&« him ſeated on the chineſe ſeat in 
© the great elm walk, with the ſame 
© caſe in his hand, gazing on its 
„contents with the moſt fixed atten- 
„ tion; and every now and then 
66- lifting up his bmi and __ as 
6 if in deſpait.“ 


This account of Mitford's greatly 
concerned me, as it proved you were 
not miſtaken in believing that he 
| 8 4 nouriſhed 
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nouriſhed ſome hopeleſs paſſions and 
though the tumults of love are ſen- 
ſations with which I am fortunately 
unacquainted, I could not help ſym- 
pathizing in his misfortunes as much 
as if I had felt them. , 


From that time I more particular- 
ly made my obſervations on his con- 
duct; and even made ſome advan- 
ces. towards gaining his confidence, 
thinking, that if want of fortune 
in the object, was the only obſta- 
cle to his happineſs, my influence 
united witlr that of the duke, might 
have ſome effect on Lord G—, ſince 
it was at any time in the power of 
the former to make up the deficiency; 
and his tender affection for his grand- 
fon, I was convinced would never 
8 him to behold him wretched, 

E 3 oY 
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if nothing but money was wanting 
to render the alliance unobjection- 
able. . 


For ſome days he had cautiouſly. 
avoided my ſociety ; pained, I ima- 
gine, at the indirect attempt I had 
made to attain a ſecret he had ſo di- 
ligently concealed : but the time 
was now arrived in which accident 
was to effect what J had i in vain en- 
deavoured by ſtratagem to accom- 
pliſh. | 


Soon after . dinner his lordſhip 
having as uſual retired to the li- 
brary, under pretenee of writing to a 
friend, (but I feared rather to indulge 
his unhappineſs in private); and 
the duke and my father being en- 
gaged at cheſs, I took my netting 

| bag 
i 


* 
— — 
* 

« 
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bag, and ſtrolled into the garden, 
thinking to enjoy the plea- 
ſures of reflection in my favourite | 
retreat. 


. ein the path which leads 
to the grotto, what was my ſurprize 
to ſee Lord Edward, (whom I ima- 

gined in the library) extended on a. 

bank of wild camomile, his head 

reſting on his arm, and a handker- 
chief ſeemingly wet with recent 
tears, laying negligently over his 
boſom. At firſt I was going to re- 
treat, unwilling to diſturb his medi- 

tations; but perceiving him to be a- 

fleep I changed my reſolution, and 

paſſed onwards towards the grotto, - 
thinking, that if he ſhould happen 

to retire there, when he awoke, I 

| tuen perhaps be more ſuccefsful 

E 4 than 
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than I had hitherto been 1n pene- | 
trating into the ſource of his hidden 
grief. f 


Juſt as I reached the entrance of 
the grot, a loud buzzing of ſome in- 
ſect induced me to turn my head; 
when I perceived a monſtrous hornet 
juſt ſettling on the ſhoulder of the 
ſleeping Carteret. 


I inſtantly flew to defend him from 
its ſting; and having driven it a- 
way, obſerving the ſun to dart its 
moſt ſcorching rays upon his face, 
lifted the handkerchief from his bo- 
ſom, in order to veil him from ita 
parching influence, 


oh i my Gertrude, judge the 
ſenſations of your Clara, to ſee in 
| | = hw 


= * 
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the hand which had been hidden by 
it, the picture mentioned by Mit- 
ford, and in that portrait the exact 
reſemblance of herſelf. 


Little as I am tinctured by vanity, 
there needed no farther explanation 
of the ſecret I had been ſo zealous 
to diſcover ; a thouſand little cor- 
roborating circumſtances reverted in- 
ſtantly to my mind, which but for 
this denouement had certainly paſt 
unnoticed ; his ravings amidft this 
delirium were then eaſily accounted 
for. I beheld' in myſelf the ynfor- 
tunate ſource of his diſtreſs ;-and my 
own, at the eee was a 
ferior to his. ten 


For ſome moments I was riyetted 
to the ſpot ;—but, at length: ſome- 
E 5 what 
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what recovered from the firſt agi- 
tation into which it had thrown me, 
J recollected that a removal of the 
handkerchief would explain all that 
had occurred during his ſlumber ;— 
with the greateſt caution leaſt I 
ſhould awake him, I therefore re- 
placed it on his boſom ; and inſtead 
of purſuing my firſt intention, re- 
turned immediately to the caſtle, 

where ſhutting myſelf into my dreſ- 
ſing room, I meditated at leiſure on 
this ftrange event. 


Strange may I juftly tile it, ſince 
it is what the utmoſt ſtretch of 
my imagination never could have 
| ſuggeſted. That it is my picture, if 
I have any knowledge of my own 
features, there is not a doubt ; and 
it is as certain, it cannot have very 
| recently 
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recently been drawn; for it is in the 
very dreſs I wore the firſt day I ever 
had the happineſs of ſeeing my dear- 
eſt Gertrude; the ornaments of the 
head Parifian, and the trimming of 
the gown, a pattern of my own 
ſketching out, worked upon a /i/ack 
taffety, which I perfectly remember 
greatly excited your admiration ; 
yet I never ſat for my portrait, how 
then is it poſſible it could be obtain- 
ed? It could not have been taken 
by ſtealth ; for who but thoſe who 
had a particular partiality for the 
original would have taken that trou- 
ble; and as it is ſome years ſince his 
lordſhip was a broad, I muſt then have 
been too young to have attracted his 
attention, though it is not impoſ- 
ſible but he may have ſeen me in the 
courſe of his tour through France. 
E 6 My 
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My mind is all in tumult—the con- 
ſciouſneſs of having done wrong 
could hardly have deranged it more; 
never did I feel myſelf in ſuch an 
__awkwardſituation: would to Heaven 
my officious attentions had not 
drawn me into this painful dilemma. 


How unfortunate to be the means 
of making thoſe wretched whom we 
with moſt happy. Nothing but the 
idea that his lordſhip cannot poſſibly 
know I have diſcovered his ſenti- 


ments, could the leaſt reconcile me to 


the thought of again appearing before 
him. If it was not for the ſatisfac- 
tion of unboſoming myſelf to my 
Gertrude, I really believe this dif- 
* would affect ny health. 


What refledion can be more pain- 


ful than that of — deſtroyed the 
ee 1 
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peace of a worthy man, however in- 
voluntary the act? 


What a cruel return to the pa- 
ter nal tenderneſs of the Duke; he 
muſt ſurely repent the day he ever 
became acquainted with her, whom 
Providence has, perhaps, ordained 
to be the means of depriving him of 
a beloved grandſon. 


Unpermanent indeed are the joys 
of this life! ſince I, whoſe greateſt 
ſatisfaction originated from the re- 

flection of harbouring not a thought 
but ſuch as I could with impunity 
communicate to all who loved me, 
am now conſtrained to conceal a ſe- 
cret that would inevitably overwhelm 


them in diſtreſs. 


Pre- 
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Preparations are already making 
for his lordſhip's departure grant, 
gracious Heaven, that in his tour 
he may meet with fome amiable 
woman, whote charms are powerful 
enough to eraſe this futile attach- 
ment from his heart; for if he con- 
tinues to cheriſh it till his return, I 
ſhall be wretched; as the virtuous 
efforts he has made to conceal it has 
already coſt him too dear. 


Write to me, deareſt Gertrude ;— 
pity me for a misfortune which has 
ariſen from no imprudence my at- 
tention to the worthy youth, (thoſe 
attentions which have, I fear, increa- 
ſed his unhappy paſſion), you will 
believe, proceeded merely from my 
eſteem of thoſe to whom his exiſtence 
is valuable. I could not have ſeen a 

15 | ſtranger 
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ſtranger labouring under affliction 
and not have exerted my endeavonrs 
to alleviate his pain. CouldI then 
behold a deſcendant of the generous 
man, to whom I was indebted for 
every earthly enjoyment ; finking 
into the arms of death, and not en- 
deavour to relieve him by every ten- 
der effort in my power ? Indeed, I 
could not, even had his ſentiments. 
been known to me before his illneſs. 


The little time longer that he con- 
tinues with us I ſhall avoid him as 
much as poſſible, conſiſtent with 
that reſpect to which his affinity to 
the duke entitled him,—not from 
the fear that he will take any im- 
proper advantage of my friendſhip, 
(his diſcretion has already ſufficient- 
ly diſplayed itſelf to leave no doubt of 
b | that) 
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that) but to ſave. him from thoſe 

conflicts he muſt neceſſarily endure: 
in my preſence. Would not you do 
fo, my friend, ima ſimilar ſituation? 
if not, tell me how I can act with 
more propriety l would not wound 
him with an appearance of diſreſpect 
for the world; (for is he not worthy 
the moſt exalted eſteem?) but I 
ſhould be as unwilling to fan a flame 
that can only ſerve to conſume him. 


How happy are thoſe who never 
feel the effects of a paſſion calcu- 
lated to deſtroy their ſerenity ! may 
I ever continue among the diſtin- 


guiſhed few. What pleaſure can it 


offer, that can ſufficiently compen- 
ſate for the miſeries which attend' 


it? At beſt its ſatis faction muſt be 
very inferior to thoſe of friendſhip, 


ſince; if ſucceſsful, it is generally 
| by 
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by intervals accompanied with hopes, 
fears, jealouſies, and impatience; 
and if unrequited, or placed upon an 
object unattainable, unavailing re- 
gret muſt be our. continual por- 
tion. | 


| Replete with filial affection, gra- 
titude and friendſhip, my heart ne- 
ver wiſhes to experience leſs ſerene 
delight—I can pity—but I truſt ſhall 
never envy thoſe who do. What 
greater proof can be diſplayed of its 
pernicious. effects, than the cloud 
with which it overwhelms the ſpi- 
rits. Often when we have exerted 
our utmoſt endeavours to enliven 
thoſe of Lord Edward, a chearleſs 
ſmile has been all we could effect. 


I ſhall expect, impatiently expect, 
to hear from you, my dear; I long 
„ 
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to know your ſentiments of this 
myſterious partiality ; I cannot trace 
its ſource, though ſomething per- 
ſuades me it muſt have exiſted be- 
fore I became Ducheſs of A— 
Never ſhall J forget the emotions 
his lordſhip: diſcovered, when firſt 
introduced to him in that character; 
yet never do I recollect to have ſeen 
him previous to that moment. 


Write immediately, if you have 
the leaſt particle of ſympathy for 


Vour embarraſſed 


CLARA, 


LET- 
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LETTER: vm. 


LADY GERTRUDE SPENCER TO THE DUCHESS 


OF A_———— 


AND have you at laſt, my friend, 

diſcovered a ſecret (which, ex- 
eluſive of the portrait ſcene) has long 
been none to me? Though I 
hardly knew why, from the firſt 
mention of Lord Edward's ravings, 
amidſt his delirium, I was perſuad- 
ed that he loved, and that the ob- 
ject of his affection could _ be 
Ts 


| Had 


—— — — — — — — 
»” 
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Had the ground-work of this at- 
tachment not been laid before your 


marriage, was it in nature to con- 


ceive, that he could long converſe 
with ſuch a female as my Clara, and 
not become ſuſceptible of her va- 
rious attractions? I told you, it 
muſt be rare merit that could attack 
his admantine heart; and conſcious 


that none could exceed yours, was 


prediſpoſed to hear of its defeat; it 
was not your being the wife of his 
grandfather that could ſhield it a- 
gainſt your charms : but powerful 
as was the faſcination, from his ge- 
neral character, I had no apprehen+ 
ſions that the native virtues of his 
foul would deſert him even under 
ſuch a trial. 


The heroiſm of his conduct has 
verified my good opinion; but that 
your 


* 
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your name never eſcaped his lips 
during his illneſs, is to me the moſt 
aſtoniſhing ; as reaſon then entirely 

off her guard, muſt have given the 
reins to paſſion. It is amazing to 
me you could be blind to what was 
evident in the eyes of friendſhip ; 
the day the Egertons were at the 
caſtle, did you not obſerve, during 
the time you were playing that di- 
vine air of Handel's, with what at- 
tention his eyes feaſted on your 
charms? His whole ſoul ſeemed 
abſorbed in the melody of your hea- 
venly voice; [an unufual pleafure 
ſeemed to run throughout his frame, 


and illumined every ny fea- 
ture. ; 


You ceaſed;—Lady Mary took 
your ſeat; in an inſtant his atten- 
tion vaniſned; he neither liſtened not 

| | 24 
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applauded; but reſuming that me- 
lancholy attitude, which is now be- 
come habitual, ſunk into the moſt 
inſenſible languor : I trembled leaſt 
the change ſhould be obſerved and 
occaſion ſome ſarcaſtic comments 
among the party when they left 
Us. | 


You certainly muſt have leſs va- 
nity than any female on earth ; or 
prejudiced with the opinion of his 
general indifference to our ſex, you 
were blinded to what was too viſible 
to be miſtaken. | 


I could point out to you fifty 
other obſervations of the ſame na- 
ture which I made during the ſmall 
fpace of time that I was with you; 
but as I was ſenſible the communi- 

cation of them would only fill you 
I 
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with uneaſineſs I forbore, to hint 
the nature of my ſuſpicions. 


I do not wonder that you was ſur- 
prized to find his Lordſhip in poſſeſ- 
ſion of your picture ;—1t would in- 
deed have been equally aſtoniſhing 
to me, if after ſending your deſcrip- 
tion of the dreſs in which you are 
drawn I had not found myſelf poſſeff. 
ed of a key to this myſterious affair. 


That portrait, my Clara, muſt 
aſſuredly have been mine; ſuch an 
one I drew of you while at Paris, in 


the very ornaments you mention; 


but not perfectly ſatisfied with my 
performance, attempted a ſecond 
copy, in which I was more ſucceſs- 
ful; the latter I had framed; the 
other remained in a ſmall French 
- work-bag, you embroidered for me, 
| | and 


. 
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and which I held too facred to make 
uſe of but on particular occaſions : 
above a twelvemonth after our re- 
turn to England, I miſſed the paper 
which contained your reſemblance; 
but by what means I loſt it I could 
never diſcover. I ſometimes took 
my work with me, in ſome ſocial 
viſit round the neighbourhood ; but 
could not find that it had by any 
means flipt out of my bag, or, 1 
make no doubt, it would have been 
returned me, or been made ſome 
mention of by the finder; it muſt 
therefore have been dropped out of 
doors, and from the ſtrange effect of 
chance, Lord Edward became poſ- 
ſeſſed of it. 


Of this otitis; romantic as 
the tale appears, he certainly became # 
enamoured long before he ſaw the 
| original ; 


— 
* 
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original: ; and to this extraordinary 


paſſion may be attributed his ſet= 


led determination . againſt accepting 
any alliance propoſed to him by his 
father. It cannot be deemed a cri- 
minal one, ſince it doubtleſs exiſted 
before he knew it was a crime 'to 
love you. Can you any longer won- 
der at his emotions on your firſt 


rencontre, or thoſe which ſucceeded,, 
when you were introduced to him 


as the wife of his revered. Sand- 


fire ? ? 


Howe: differnt hag. hills ones 
duct from that which would have 


actuated many young men of the 


age; ſo far fr deavouring to con- 
ceal the deſtroyſug flame; they would 


have uſed every inſidious art to 


have inſpired you with a mutual 


one; nor would your marriage have 


, proved 


| 
| 
| 
! 
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proved the ſmalleſt obſtacle to the in- 
dulgence of their hopes, eſpecially 
a marriage which they might rea- 
ſonably think was not founded en- 
tirely on diſintereſted motives. 


That delicacy and honour which 
have hitherto impelled him to con- 
ceal his ſentiments, will, I truſt, 
enable him to combat them; but 
however prudent may be his reſolu- 


tions, it is in abſence only he can 


hope to obtain the victory. Would 
to Heaven he was already ſome 
leagues on his paſſage to the conti- 
nent, leaſt the tender pity which his 
ſufferings have created in your gentle 


boſom, ſhould ripen into ſenſations 


more deſtructive of ſerenity; for 
maugri the moſt ſincere determina- 
tions againſt love, the ſociety of an 


amiable e whoſe affeQion is no 


ſecret 
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ſecret to us, is too dangerous not to 
be dreaded, unleſs fortified with a 
prior attachment. At preſent, nei- 
ther of you have any ſubject for ſelf · 


condemnation; a paſſion pure as that 


you have inſpired, can reflect no diſ- 
honour on either, was it even to be 
known: on the contrary, the care 
with which it has been ſuppreſſed, 
muſt raiſe the admiration of every 
one acquainted with the circum- 
ſtances. 


Not for the Indies would 1. have 
his lotdſhip informed of the nature 
of your union with the Duke; it is 


ſufficient that with the reſt of the + 


world he believes you are his wife; 
that character you are ordained to 


ſupport, nor would an explangtion 


the leaſt augment his happineſs; as 


by m— a ray for hope, his filial 
F 2 | af. 
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affection might be . and the | 
heart which reſiſted a paſſion it be- 
leved criminal, become a prey to the 
moſt ſelfiſh wiſhes :—to be diſinter- 
eſted under circumſtances ſuch as 
thoſe, would be almoſt to ſoar be- 


yond r 


With all your unaſſuming graces, 
you are a little monopoliſt, my 
friend; and let me tell you, I can 
hardly pardon your having ſpoilt two 
ſuch fine young fellows as Lord 
George Wentworth, and your ami- 
able relation ; I hardly know which 
exhibits the moſt cadaverous appear- 
ance ; they are certainly both loſt 


to all the joys of ſociety. 


« Silent amid the ſocial Band they fit : 
In melancholy fite, with head declin'd, 
And · love dejected eyes. | 


The 


— 
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The former 1 ſhould have no objee- 
tion to reanimate with more lively 
ſentiments; but apparently, i it would 
abe a labpur-in-vain piece of buſineſs, 
ſo een let them go together, and 
murmur forth their hopeleſs ſighs 
in concert with each other; forgive 
my levity; it flows not from the 
heart; for I am abſolutely more in- 
clined to be penſive than J ever was 
in my life. My laſt vifit to the caſ- 
: tte has clipt the pinions of my gai- 
.ety—was T to ſay of my indiffer-- 
' ence too, I know not whether | ſhould 
3 * of | 


N Tom loaves Mary * ing well, 
And And ſhe loves Harry,” | 


would not now, Lndione: be miſap- 
plied; for entre nous, J never experi- 
_ enced ſuch a buſtle in the mental lati- 
tude, as ſince my eyes firſt encoun- 
13 tered 
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tered the murdering charms of the 
youth in queſtion, 


Beware of pity, Clara, it is that 
which has reduced me to a ſituation 
to make this humiliating confeſſion; 
—had I ſeen Lord George, volatile 
and enjoue, as 1s his general charac- 
ter, he might have rattled away till 
doomiday without making any im- 
preſſion on my heart; but the love- 

like countenance he exhibited, the 
awe with which he addrefled you, 
and his awkward endeavours to hide 
what he had not the abilities to con- 
ceal; like poor Carteret, (from 
never having accuſtomed himſelf to 
keep his deſires in due ſubjection) 
excited in me an emotion of pity, 
which rendered all his actions in- 
tereſting ; and to be ingenuous, I 


could not forbear wiſhing myſelf 
- the 
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the object of thoſe fruitleſs ſighs. 
That Lord Edward boaſts. the ſu- 
periority in point of manly charms, . 
moſt connorfleurs would probably * 
allow ; but in matters wherein the 
heart is in alittle degree intereſted 
who is not biggotted to their, fown' 
opinion? 

2 Beauty to no one medium is confined, 

Js in no face, but in the lover's mind,” 


The giddy, diſſipated, tove-coritemn- 
ing Lord George Wentworth, would 
never have found the road to my af- 
fections; but ſoftened by the charms 
of her who has power to model 
hearts a-new, he appears too ami- 
able to be reliſted. Am not 1 an 
open-minded Damſel? It is not 
every one who would condeſcend to 
make ſuch a confeſſion, eſpecially 
when convinced her charms are over- 
F 4 | looked; 
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locked; but with friends there 
ſhould be no reſerve. I hope never 
to harbour a thought or wiſh of 
which my Clara may not participate; 
if they are ſuch as ought not to be 
encouraged, her prudent admonitions 
will teach me to overcome them; 
if they may be indulged without an 
impeachment of reaſon and propri- 
ety, the pleaſure will be heightened 
by communication; at all events 
their candour is eſſen tial. 


If Wentworth e to reſiſt 
the powers of what ſuch myriads of 
flatterers have pronounced irreſiſt- 
ible, I am determined to be even with 
him. Your father is ſtill a charming 
old Grecian ;: FI ſeek the blind fide. 
of his heart, and become your mo- 
ther- in-· lw; that whenever the time 
arrives in which Hope deigns to illu- 

| * minate 
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minate his lordſhip's path, I may 
interfere with my authority, and by 
driving him from the field of his 


expected happineſs, reap ample re- 


venge for his inſenſibility, and re- 


ſerve my fair daughter for ſome more 


worthy love.. if 55 


Adieu, my love, I Burde chatted 


an enormous time. Don't make 
yourſelf unhappy at a misfortune 
ir was neither given you to foreſee, 
or prevent; it is not an age in which 
paſſion becomes fatal; — without a 
ſhadow of hog it cannot me ſur- 


vive. 17 


- 


Lord Edward will find in „. 


vivacity of the Pariſians, a cor- 
dial for his drooping ſpirits, and in 


time reſign himſelf compoſedly to his 
untoward fate: believing that his 


ſecret 


- 
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ſecret is undiſcovered, he will de- 
part with that ſatisfaction which 
ever attends conſcious rectitude; 
and by accuſtoming himſelf to think 
of you only as a relation, he will by 
degrees moderate the overbearing tor- 
rent of his affections; he will ſtill 
make your various attractions the 
ſubject of his contemplations ; but 
_ attaching himſelf chiefly to the re- 
flection of. your mental ones, the i- 
dea of your virtues will operate as a 
magnet to his reaſon, and the impe- 
tuous wiſhes of a lover be huſhed 
in the chaſtened admiration of 4 
friend. In every amiable woman to 
whom chance or his acquaintance in- 
troduces him, he will endeavour to 
deſcry the perfections of his lovely 
grandmother ; ; and though on any 
a emal,  Maturs may. nat 

0 hate 
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have beſtowed them in ſueh profu- 
ſion, the leaſt fimilarity of features, 
or of manners, will infenſibly inter- 
eſt him, till by aceuſtoming himſelf 
to make the faſcinating ſearch, his 
heart refutes its ſoſtneſs, and the 
natural affections of youth, prevail 
over the glowing recollection of a 
hopeleſs paſſion. 


But have T not bid you adieu 5 
again let me repeat it, leaſt by giv- 
ing the reins to my pen, I cauſe you 
to regret a volubility that is as 
boundleſs as my friendfhip :—if not 
in humour to chat with me now, 
conſign me to your writing - table till 
a future hour; and be aſſured in the 
whole catalogue of time, there can 
never arrive one in which the plea- 
ſure of engroſſing the attention of 

2 | 0 Dy 
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- * 


my Clara will not be deemed an 
happineſs by her 
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LETTER K. 


THE DUCBESS OF A=— TO LADY GERTRUDE: 
- SPENCER» | ee 


* 
6 


TY are gone my friend - that 


is to ſay, your favourite and 


Lord Edward; to name them though 


I believe is needleſs, ſince at preſent 


they appear to be the principal 1 


Me of our ones r 52 21 brig 


Lord — came to ativgd his ir 


5 ſon as far as Dover, to which place 


+ S 


we ſhould. have accompanied them 


- - 2 
1 
* 
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alſo, but within theſe few days the 
Duke has been indiſpoſed with a bi- 
lious complaint in his ſtomach, and 
fearing that the journey would be 
too great a fatigue, I prevailed on 
him to decline it; and my father 
you know is ever inſeparable from 
his noble friend, our final adieu was 
therefore at home. 


Lord George paid us his farewell 
viſit two days before; having ſeve- 
ral things to ſettle before his depar- 
ture that would require his prefence 
in town, whach he takes in his way, 
and is to join his travelling compa- 
nion at Dartford, the ſecond even- 


ng of my —— 


| Theſe: FOR 9 hethien! fe 
cexehy beloved friends are exceſ- 


ſively 
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ſively affecting, eſpecially where 
the great age on one fide, and ill 
health on the other, renders it a 
chance whether they ſee each other 


The parting ſcene between the 
Duke and his amiable grandſon wall 
never be eraſed from my memory, 
but always recur to it with a kind of 
melancholy pleaſure. The evening 
before his departure as we were all 
chatting very gravely on the ſubject 
of his Lordſhip's intended tour, the 
former on à ſudden aroſe from his 


r and haſtily quitted the room. 


In about a quarter of — he 
returned bringing in his hand a rol- 
led paper which he affẽ 2 
ane to Lord Edward. 

Accept. 
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* 


Accept this, young man, as a gage 
amour, it is not a gift intrinſically 
valuable, but derives its eſtimation 
from being the work of the beſt wo- 
man in the world; wear it in remem- 


brance of her virtues. Simple as 


the preſent may appear from the 
time it came into my poſſeſſion, m 

felicity hourly increaſed; it was the 
taliſman of my happineſs may it 


prove equally ſo of yours: with this 
piece of ſattin is connected a tale 


that would make you play the fe- 
male, and ſtir up all the finer feelings 
of your heart; but I truſt there needs 
not a relation of it to im preſs you 


with a proper eſteem for her, whoſe 


amiability 1s too conſpicuous to need. 
MPO | 


Such juvenile ornaments are ill 


_ adapted to my years, to you there- 


* fore 
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fore I reſign it, that its blooming 
beauties may not fade unſeen : ſhould 
the caprice of ever varying faſhion 
condemn it to obſcurity, your ref- 
i pect both for the worker and the- 
giver will, I am perfuaded, ſil in- 


duce you to retain it as a treafure, a8. 


you are not one of thoſe modern cox- 


combs who regulate your taſte by 
that of other people. I do not wiſh 


to inhance the worth of my little 


gift by this precious harangue, but 
I would have you believe, that there 
lives not another man beſides your- 
ſelf, to whom I would transfer the 
work of that lovely hand, which 
the fates have united to mine. In 
ſaying this his Grace took the paper 
again from his grandſon, and unfold- 
ing it, diſplayed the waiſtcoat he 
had purch aſed of Dinah before. our 
marriage. 


7 
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F he fight of that lively remem- 
brancer of ſome former affecting 
ſcenes, called a tear into my eye, 


nor were thoſe of my father, and 


this moſt revered of friends, un- 


moiſtened with the dew of inſtinQuve 


ſenſibility, 


You may judge the ſenſations 
with which this little pledge of af- 


fection was received; for my part 


I ſhuddered, leaſt the acknowledge- 
ments it produced ſhould tend to a 
diſcovery of his Lordſhip's ſenti- 
ments; he abſolutely trembled with 


exceſs of ſatisfaction, and after ga- 


zing on it for ſome minutes in ſilent 
ecſtacy, declared he would preſerve 
it 'till time ſhould be no more. 


3 Rather wear it out my Lord as 
6 faſt as you mad 2 cried I, hoping 


by 
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by my chearfulneſs to divert him 
from the ſolemnity with which he 
ſurveyed it; „ the hand which 
« wrought that, will ever be happy 
to replace it, by another; if you 
are fond of works of fancy, you 
„will now have an opportunity to 
«© indulge your taſte, as in the coun- 
« try whither you are going, the 
ladies peculiarly excel in them; 

that before you is inferior to a 
great deal that I have ſeen; but it 
is from the ſtrength. of our par- 
« tiality we eſtimate the works of 
« a friend; if it had been ſtill more 

&« deficient in real excellence, 1 
« doubt not but his Grace would 
& have as warmly extolled it; tis 
from thoſe only to whom we are 
„indifferent, we are to expect an 
5 impartial deciſion,” 


* 


. 


* 


of 


* 


* 


; MO And 
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{ 
4 


= Abd herd will you u find them, * 


« Madam, who- need only to be 


E 


-66 


It was the firſt compliment his 
Lordſhip had ever paid me ſince his 
arrival, and conſcious that it did not 


organs merely from the lips, I 
| felt 


known to command efteenr? 
Some ladies may poſſibly excel in 
thoſe feminine aceompliſhments 


which form x part of their edu- 
cation, but unkeſs they excellet 
in the various virtues which dig- 
nify the mind of the amiable 
Ducheſs « of A—, whoſe affini- 


ty is my greateſt honour, I thould 


view the fineſt productions of their 


fingers with that indifference we do 
the works of an elaborate author, 


whoſe Itfe is a contradiction to n 


precepts.” 


« & 


ting on ſome leſs intereſting ſubject, 


* bu K © OW 
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felt myſelf as much embarraſſed as 


ever I was in my life; my confuſion, 
I believe, was evident to the Duke, 
for he very conſiderately began chat- 


and by degrees 1 recovered my com- 
Peſure. | 


A little time after, Lord G 
arrived, and as they were to ſet out 
very ſoon in the morning, we retired 
at an earlier hour than uſual. 


| By five we were all in the breakfaſt 
room; the fine features of Lord Ed- 
ward viſibly overſhadowed with the 
deepeſt melancholy: he aimed to ap- 
pear cheerful, but his countenance 
is too ſincere an interpreter of his 
ſenſations to admit of the dec * 
tion. | 


In 


+ 4 as. 
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In handing him his chocolate 
I happened to direct my eyes towards 
his languid face, and perceived a 
ſtraggling tear ſteal along his face, 
which with an handkerchief he made 
an attempt to diſperſe unnoticed. 


There is ſomething ſo moving in 
ſeeing the cheeks of the ſtronger ſex 
bedewed with tears, that T was un- 
able to ſuſtain the fight, and riſing 
haſtily, IT retired to the window in 
hopes to conceal my ſympathetic 


feelings. 


The gardener was at work ſome 
yards diſtance, I threw open the ſaſh 
and gave him ſome trifling order | 
that I might have time to recover 


_ 


In 


A 
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In a few minutes I reſeated my- 
ſelf at the breakfaſt-table, and in re- 
pleniſhing the cups, obſerved that 
Lord Edward's remained untouch- 
ed; he had ſeveral times raiſed it to 
his lips, but all attemprs to ſwallow 
its contents, from the riſing pertur- 
bations of his heart had been imprac- 
ticable; removing it from its place 
I poured him out another, and in 
preſenting it urged him earneſtly to 
drink it, as his health would be inju- 
red for want of ſome refreſhment 
before his journey. _ 


He thanked me with the moſt 
graceful acknowledgements, decla- 
ring he had no reliſh for any thing ſo 
early, but I will endeavour to com- 
ply with your kind intreaties Ma- 


dam, continued he, as it is per- 


«©. haps 


120 THE PLA TONIC MARRIAGE. 


« haps the laſt time I may ever 
« breakfaſt in this reſpectable and 


4 beloved ſociety.” 


Had this been ſpoke leſs to the 
feelings, the ſigh which accompanied 
it muſt have inſtantly awakened 
them; not one of us could withſtand 
the tide of inexpreſſible emotions 
which roſe upon our hearts; need 
I ſcruple to own that I wept in con- 
cert with three males. 


«© Pſhaw!” cried Lord 8 
wiping away the big drops which 
chaſed each other down his face, 
« the ſolemnity of this boy quite 
„% unmans me. One would think 
«© Ned, you was going to make 
% your final deſcent into the Cata- 


« — of Egypt, inſtead of a few 
kat: . „months 


I" 


8 
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„ months tour to the Continent, it 
is not the. laſt repaſt by many 
„I hope that we thall partake . 
66. together; this illneſs has thrown 

% -a ſtrange: dejection over your ſpi- 


« Its, but you will ceturn, I hope, 


„quite re-animated. - Lord George 
«© Wentworth poſſeſſes thoſe ſocial 
„ qualities that muſt render him a 
„very deſirable compagnon de voyage ; 
4 his vivacity will help to diſſipate 
* thoſe gloomy ideas you have of 
late too much encouraged, and on 
« your return we fthall ſee FE 
7 "FRE in“ h 


The chaiſe ſoon after was at the 
gate. The Poor young gentleman 
ardſe with an air of one going to exe- 
cution, preſſed the hand of my fa- 
char, aſſurtd him of his continual 


eſteem; add then embraoing the 


C 0 Det 


\ 


— » — — . — 
- 4 — 
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Duke, who ſtood with arms extended 


to receive him, begged he might fre- 


n be informed of our Gre; 


f 


ii That you may "Ne: on, * 
Lord, (replied his Grace:) for, 


6 ſhould I fail, the Ducheſs will, 1 


dare ſay, take upon herſelf, with 
de pleaſure, the taſk of being my 
„ amanuenſis. But the ſatisfaction 


: % of an epiſtolary correſpondence 
5 "66 will, Itruſt, very ſoon again give 


% place to that friendly intercourſe 
% which the indifferent ſtate of your 


PR... health renders” it neceſſary we 
„ ſhould for the n ie rs 3 


The Duke then Sunset bin to 


me, telling him he had not yet taken 
leave of his nurſe; and, with a tre- 
pidation which could not fail being 
viſible, he advanced to 80 adieu! 

a III OV It 


w 4 


— 


his Lordſhip, 
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It would be difficult to ſay which 
of us was moſt embarraſſed. I would 
have given the world, at that time, 
to have been ignorant of his ſenti; 


ments; for the aukward confuſion 


with which the idea of them inſpired 
me, is inconceivable. | 
I dare ſay my embarraſsment 
could not remain unnoticed; for as 
with quivering lips, 
reſpectfully ſaluted my cheek, I felt 
my face ſuffuſed with the deepeſt 
glow, and was ſo exceedingly agi- 
tated, that it was with difficulty I 
could articulate the farewell compli - 
Theſe o oyer, we attended them. to 
their carriage. The ſervants were 
agg on each ſide the hall, breaths 


- 62 ing 


w & * 
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ing the moſt fervent wiſhes for Lord 
Edward's recovery and fafe return ; 
(for his amiable behaviour had from 
childhood juſtly endeared him to 


every domeſtic in the family) and 


hurrying through them as faſt as 
poſſible, leſt his emotions ſhould be- 
tray him into an unmanly weakneſs, 


he threw himſelf into the chaiſe, 


which, as ſoon as Lord G—— was 


| Feated, drove off with a rapidity that 


J hope foon contributed to whirl 
away his * 


As for us, we did not recover our 
Terenity all the remainder of the day; 


however we attempted to amufe our- 


ſelves. Lord Edward became inſen- 
fibly our ſubject; His virtues, bene- 
volence, and ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, 
vn a topic on Which his doating 


x. * grandſire 


kc k Atl. , . 


THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE. 125 


grandfire expatiated hourly, with a 
warmth that did honour to his pa- 


ternal n 


It is now _ whole days of Four 
and twenty hours ſince his Lord- 
ſhip's departure; yet, excluſive of 


thoſe we have given to ſleep, we have 


done little elſe but talk of him. The 


abſence of a friend, like their death, 


brings to the remembrance all the 
good actions of their life, the ſight of 
every thing they have touched, every 
ſpot on which they have trod, inte- 
reſts the heart, and reminds it of paſt 
ſcenes ; the farmer is reviewed with 
a degree of painful pleature, the lat- 
ter retraced with a kind of penfive 
fatisfation, that while it indulges, 
alſo blunts the edge of forrow. 


| G3 30 Grant 
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Grant Heaven, that every good 
purpoſe, for which this tour was pro- 
poſed, may be fully anſwered. 1 
ſhall be wretched, ſhould his health 
remain unreſtored. To ſuppoſe my- 
ſelf in the ſmalleſt degree inſtrumen- 
tal to his unhappineſs, throws a 
weight upon my ſpirits I know not 
how to fhake off. Is it poſſible to be 
void of feeling for one ſo truly ami- 
able, and who is ſo nearly allied to 


the friend moſt dear to me. 1 won- 


der not that the Duke feels a liſtleſs- 
neſs in his abſence, which all his at- 
tempts at chearfulneſs is inſufficient 

to divert: for even I, who have been 

ſo ſhort a time acquainted with him, 
have ſince his departure experienced 
in my heart an aching void which no 
amuſement can fill; but, alas! does 
it not ariſe from the painful reflec- 
tion of young . the unfortunate, 
though 


tary error; under the ſelf reproach 
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thongh innocent ſource of his dif- 
treſs. | 


If the idea of giving involuntary 
uneaſineſs is ſo great an affliction to 
me, what muſt be the ſenſations of 
thoſe who are conſcious of volun- 


which muſt neceflanly: pan ity 
Efe 4 muſt 1 a burthen. 


Adieu, y doar and J I. this 
a I now am, my converſation 
cannot be very entertaining: I will 
therefore ſubſcribe myſelf (as in eve- 
ry variation of temper. I muſt war 
n OP)... 


401.1 


15 ; © Youratiionate, 


o 7 g « 


. CLARA. 3 
| | 
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LETTER K 
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SHOULD tt bote bees eg 
without writing to my friend, had 


not every moment been engaged in 


the mourn fl offee vf arte nding the 


beſt of men. Hotr wil tlie Lede 
 Keatt or my Gertrode ſyrripathive 


with her poor Clara, when the learns 
rhat for ſome days paſt the Duke has 
not been able to leave His room'; the 
complaint I ſpoke of in my laſt has 
hourly gained ground, and unlefs 
ſpeedily removed, will, I fear, ſoon 
terminate a life that has been too uni- 


29 jun to render ſuch a tranſ- 


lation 
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lation dreaded by himſelf, but over - 
whelms us, who have every cauſe to 
with ſuch a ſeparation may be yet far 
diſtant, with the ſincereſt ſorrow. 


With the utmoſt calmneſs he has 
ſettled all his worldly affairs, leaving 
my father, Lord Edward, and my- 
ſelf joint executors, and almoſt ſole 
poſſeſſors of his. princely fortune. 
All his old ſervants are generouſly 
provided for, in caſe I do not wiſh to 
retain them with me, or they prefer 
retirement; and my good old Dinah 
from his own hand, has received a 
bequeſt ſufficient to render her inde- 
pendent of the world z—an act in 
which there was peculiar delicacy, 
as his Grace, out of reſpe& to me, 
wiſhed ta diſtinguiſh her above the 
reſt : yet his juſt ideas of reQitude 
would not permit him to particular- 

G 5 126 
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ize her in his will; leſt Envy, that 
baleful weed of human weakneſs, 
ſhould ſpring up as a tare to choke 
their felicity. 


Seeing us affected beyond deſerip- 
tion at the compoſure with which he 
made theſe moving preparations for 
another ſtate, he intreated we would 
n our grief. | 


I ſhall not depart ſooner (cried 
% he with a heavenly ſmile) ; but 
&« who, that knows death is inevita- 
& able, will defer, till the final hour, 
© thoſe arrangements, which their 
4 affection to their ſurvivors renders 
«© eſſential. If it pleaſes the great 
6 p1ver of life to prolong my terreſ- 
46 trial happineſs, 1 ſhall be thankful 
« for the gift, and have nothing to 
“ interrupt its enjoyments: if it 

| „ ſhould. 
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e ſhould not, I am prepared for the 
awful change., A burthen of mun- 
+ dane buſineſs on my mind would 
„ heighten my corporeal pains; that 
« ſettled, I have only to ſupport 
+ them. with the reſignation of a 
“ Chriſtian, till it ſhall pleaſe hea- 
ven either to terminate or remove: 
“ them.” 


Can any "thing. give us a truer idea 
of the ſatisfaction attending a well 
ſpent life, than the ſerenity with which 
a virtuous mind encounters” death, 
the piety and compoſure with K 
it ſuſtains the rudeſt ſhocks of pain !. 


„ ?Tis Immortality, tis that alone, 
The ſoul thus comforts, elevates, and fills 


* That only, and thus amply, this performs.” 


Since the lawyer has- left us, I 
have flattered myſelf that he is ſome- 


what better ; but, alas l at ſuch an 
advanced: 
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advanced ſeaſon of life; tan we' ex- 
pect long to — the bleſſing of 
His abode with us! What a ſatis- 
faction to me now would be the pre- 
Tence of Lord Edward, how ebm ſo- 
 Htory to him to geecice Me Tal pa- 
ternal embraces of his venerable re- 
lation. But for me, he had perhaps 
been here: bleſt with tlie bloom of 
health, and devoid of every painful 
ſenſation but thole which the preſent 
melancholy profpe& muſt neceflarily 
inſpire ! cruel reflection! would 1 
could drive it from me! but it is as 
impoſſible as to chace from my re- 
membrance his laſt farewel.— feel 
his trembling kiſs ſtill warm upon 
my cheek ; his pale dejected image 
haunts me as a ſhade; nor, till I 
hear that he is perfectly reſtored to 
e of mind, will my 
ſituation 
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fituation be liele more e enviable , 
his own. * 


The poſtman is at the gate — ſome 
account of our travellers, I hope— 
We! now "Ny eee a letter. 


NOR a dep or two you all " 
from me again my dear; I know 
your ſympathizing heart will not 
feel its uſual ſerenity till you have 
learnt that we are free from our pre- 
ſent apprehenſions on the ſubject of 
the moſt revered of men. Nor will 
you be diſpleaſed to hear of the wel- 
fare of Lord George and the poor 
invalid. The former I flatter my- 
ſelf will return perfectly ditpoſed to 
receive a proper impreſſion of thoſe 
charms to which the caprice of Fate 
has hitherto blinded him ; and the 
latter, aur diveſted of that unfor- 
| tunate 
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tunate prepoſſeſſion which caſts a 
veil over his happineſe. 


HFeigho l tis a gloom-inſpiring 
ſubject, and has brought upon me 
a habit of ſighing of which I cannot 
poſſibly diveſt myſelf—It muſt not 
be indulged—Adiecu ! I need not in- 
treat you to blend your wiſhes with 
thoſe of 
Your een 


25 2 74 Wer CLARA. 


LETTER 
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1. ET TERM I 
: SAME TO * SAME. 


Mven have I to ſay, my friend, 

but ſo confuſed, ſo perfectly 
unhinged are all my faculties, that 
I can hardly find words to expreſs 


myſelf. 


But let me not alarm you. The 
Duke, thank Heaven ! is no worſe ; 
your favourite is ſafe, and no perſo- 
nal misfortune has happened to any 
of us; yet ſuch an accident has oc- 
curred that I ſhall not recover from 
the tremor into which it has thrown 


my ſpirits for this age to come. 


The 
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The moment I had ſealed my laſt, 
Branfield came to acquaint me that 
his Lordſhip wiſhed to ſee me im- 
meſdiately. 


I flew to his apartment, and to 
my unſpeakable ſatisfaction, found 
him walking about the room, infi- 
nitely better than he has appeared 

for ſame days paſt; and in his — 


an en letter. 


Before I had time to expreſs the 
pleaſure it gave me to ſee him ſo 
much amended, his Grace advanced 

towards me with a celerity, of which 
in his preſent weakened ſtate I ſhoyld 

have thought him incapable, and 
leading me to a cabriole preſented 
me with the letter. | 

This 
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« This my deareſt Clara, ſaidhe, is 
% the cordial which. has invigorated 
„my ſpirits, but I would not indulge | 
«© myſelf ſo far as to ſip of it, till 
% you was here to partake the ſatis- 
«. faction with me. Come, now let's 
hear what the dear boy ſays, for 
<« the. poſt marks tells me tis from 
e Paris ; peruſe it WY, Jove, 10 1 
« will be your aucitor. 


In — to this xequeſt I 
broke the ſeal, and began to read 
aloud its contents, when, with a con- 
fuſion md aſtoniſhment you may eaſily 
ſuggeſt, my Gertrude, after reading 
about a couple of lines, I difcoyeredit 
to be indeed a letter from Lord Ed- 
ward, but one which was intended for 
a friend of the name of Denbigh, 
though from ſome accidental error 
unfortunately addreſſed to the Duke. 
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My own name inſtinaively caught 
my eye a few lines lower, and un- 
able to peruſe another ſentence, I 
haſtily folded it up, declaring with 
a countenance, in which the ſtrongeſt 
emotions of diſtreſs were viſible, that 
there muſt have been ſome miſtake, 
as notwithſtanding the ſuperſerip- 
tion, the letter Was g intend⸗ 
ed for ſome one elſmee. 


-- « But it ĩs from u my grandſon, ive 
40 it, d. myeH8 * 51. 0 


40 1 believe it is, my Lord, * n I 
en to the ſignature, for J could not 
prevail on myſelf to tell a fal ſehood, 
though L might by ir have ſaved my- 
ſelf from the pain Which 1 Enew 
muſt inevitably follow.“ 0 bug 


« They 


— —ũũmꝛwä . — ——— —— — = 
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% Then no matter, as accident 
& has thrown it into our hands, and. 
„the perſon it was deſigned for has 
&* doubtleſs got that intended for me, 
„there can be nothing cenſurable in 
„ availing ourſelves of the opportu- 
« nity to learn the ſtate of his health 
4 I dare ſay Ned has no ſecret he 
0 need bluſh to have diſcovered.” 


As his Grace pronounced theſe 
words, he looked on me with a fixed 
attention; then taking the luckleſs 
epiſtle from my >" 


« T'll ſpare you my 50 gil 
| from a breach of bien ſaiſance, 
«6. which I ſee it hurts your delicacy 
7 to be guilty of; but muſt for once 
“ ſacrifice my own to my paternal 
feelings, as it muſt otherwiſe be 
2 | $ ſome time longer before * can ac- 
& quire 


* 
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66 quire that ſatisfaction of which 
& I am ſo deſirous.“ 


And taking out his reading glaſs, 
he prepared to inſpe& its contents. 


The emotions I experienced during 
his peruſal of it are inexpreſſible 
I got up, walked about the room, 
and enfin behaved like one who has 
commited an action they are afraid to 
have diſcovered; though it was yet 
poſſible, notwithſtanding my name 
was mentioned, it might not be in 
terms that led to an explanation of 

his Lordſhip's ſentiments. 


After finiſhing it and calmly con- 
figning it to his pocket, the Duke 
again reſumed his ſeat near mine. 


Well 
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„Well, my Dear, I have informed 
myſelf of what I wiſhed to learn, 
the poor lad is, thank God, no 
worſe than when he left us, but 
he has adopted a ſtrange reſolu- 
tion ſince his departure, by way 
of penance, for an involuntary er- 
ror. Inſtead of a tour of a few 
months, he talks of viſiting Rome, 


Conſtantinople, and ſeveral other 


places, that will keep him as long 

from his native country, as if he 
had undertaken a pilgrimage to 
Jeruſalem.—Are you not able to 
ſuggeſt the nature of his imagi- 


nary crime?“ 


« Who, me, my Lord?“ and 1 


threw down my eyes, unable to di- 
rect them towards his venerable face. 


« Yes, 
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Ves, you, my amiable girl! is 
&« it poſſible, with all your diſcern- 
“ ment, you ſhould not have diſco- 

& vered what has been ſo viſible to 
*, older eyes than your's ? Grant, 
«© Heaven, it may be the worſt of 
« which he has even. now. to re- 
„ proach himſelf, and he will then 
& have. little need of abſolution. 
% Once in my life, if you recollect, 
I propoſed to you a queſtion, which 
I am perſuaded you then anſwered 
„ with the utmoſt candour ; ſuffer 
% me to repeat it now, in hopes you 
5 wall be as ingenuous. 


* 


« Was you in a ſituation to accept 
4 his vows, is there a man whom 
% your heart would particularize by 
« its affections? Such a. queſtion 
« would neither be proper for me to 

put, 


- 
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e put, nor you to anſwer, under any 
„ other circumſtances than thoſe by 
„ which we are united. But, as a 
4% father may claim, I demand this 
« proof of your ſincerity; tis from 
«© a tenderneſs equal to that charace 
ter, I am defirous of being admit- 
< ted to your confidence.” . 


| Spare me, my deareſt Lord, tis 
. a ſituation I neyer have wiſhed to 
| «© experience, nor one that I can look 
r * forward to without the moſt lively 
2 „emotions of grief: : if I know my 
<6, own heart, it is as perfectly devoĩd 


a of the paſſion to which you infer, 
t t as when you before required a ſimi- 
m 44 lar proof of my candour. “ ä 
1 A ett 5 7 | 

yr J believe you, my Dear; but 
to yet A 16 not TR explana- 


it, | 247721 ar 2608p. 
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% tory of what I am deſirous to 
know. Iam perſuaded you do not 
« wiſh yourſelf in the fituation al- 
*« luded to: but if you were in it, 
« do you think among all the ami- 
% able part of our male acquaintance, 
* who would be ready to offer you 
«© their hearts, your's would not be 
« ſuſceptible of a purer ſentiment 
. 4 than friendſhip." For inſtance, 
Lord George Wentworth among 
«them, my grandſon, or ſeveral 
e others, who muſt now regret that 
« an old fellow like myſelf ſhould 
* monopolize ſuch a treaſure, would 
e jit be poſſible you ſhould regard 

* them all with 1 indifference 10 


« Lord . could never inte- 
© reſt my affections, my Lord, was 
ie he even authorized by piopriety 
« to offer me his vows,” 


1 Lord 
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„ Lord Edward then—what in- 


fluence might he expect 


40 His affinity to- you my Lad; 
« would certainly. never permit him 
«© to offer them. 

„ Oh! Clara, Clara, that evaſion 
% will not do—ſuppoſe that affinity 
“had never ſubſiſted, in what de- 
&« gree of eſteem would he then 
6 ber lern held by your heart.” Y 


« As it "SAR ſubſiſt, my "RY 


4e it is a ee I have never aſk»: 


66 ed.“ |< * | 11 1 Db»: 


| « Then for the firſt time my love, 
© take a peep into its inmoſt receſ- 
“ es, and tell me how it ſtands af- 

fected tqwards him forget that 
« 2 is but a nominal one 
1 ,., « exiſting 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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4 exifting in the eyes of the world 
« and himſelf; on your anſwer de- 
„ pends1n a great meaſure, the future 
«< happineſs of his life. Soon I muſt 
i leave you both, and the ſhort time 
« T am permitted to remain on earth, 
* could I poſſeſs myſelf of your 
4% confidence, ſhould be employed in 
« promoting your mutual fehcity, 
„ This letter has convinced me of 
« what I have long ſuſpected, that 
* he loves my Clara with all the 
« tenderneſs of which a youthful 
« heart can poſſibly be ſuſceptible, 
« for a woman ſo truly formed to 
« inſpire it; thedelicacy with which 
& he has combated his paſſion from 
the idea of its being criminal, and 
« even after my death could not 
' 6 ceaſe to be ſo; has endeared him 
& to my heart beyond all the virtu- 
« ous — of his life; the man 
_- 4. who 
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« who could love with leſs purity | 
« were unworthy a return; but to 
5+ have inſpired ſuch-a paſſion as this, 
& not even angels need be aſhamed. 
« Confeſs, - my love, that it was a 
* knowledge of his ſentiments in 
« your favour that withheld you 

from peruſing a letter, in which 

« the. firſt glance convinced you— 
* you weny the ſubje&:” * 


4 66 It was my-Lord—Since you are 
£6 poſſeſſed of Lord Edward's ſecret, 
« I with not to hide from you the 


1% minuteſt of my thoughts. Ac- 


A cident dif covered to me an attach- 
« ment I could not help deeming the 


e oreateft misfortune to us both; as 
6 while it continued, his happinefs 
4 muſt neceffarily ſuffer the moft 
% cruel interruption, and my own 
L * not leſs, in being the unfortunate 
. Hz 6 ſource 
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'« ſource of a paſſion which daily de- 
« ſtroyed his health. His endea- 
« yours to conceal it, raiſed him in 
«© my eſteem, and though I before 
« entertained the ſincereſt reſpect 
« for a character ſo truly amiable, 
« pity, blended with thoſe ſenti- 
« ments of humanity, one could 
4 not deny even a ſtranger, were 
ac they unhappy, have ſince convert- 
« ed it into the tendereſt friendſhip, 
& and my hourly prayers have been 
4 for the reſtoration of his peace. 
% With my father and yourſelf he 
4 ſhares all my heart; to promote 
« the happineſs, of either I would 
40 yield my life, but! hope you will 
4 believe that greatly as his engaging 
« qualities have endeared him to me, 
J have never even for a moment 
« wiſhed him leſs nearly allied to 
4 you, unleſs from the pureſt mo- 
; | | | « tives 
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tives, thoſe of his being exempt 
from the heart · rending pangs which 
muſt neceſſarily attend an attach- 
ment to one, whoſe affinity as well 
as marriage, can only ſerve to over- 
whelm him with continual re- 
gret. Self reproach added to hope- 
leſs love are miſeries with which 
one would hardly with an enemy 
afflicted; how much leſs to thoſe 
by whom we know ourſelves el 
teemed. 
“ Theſe, if I know my heart, are 
the nature of my ſentiments for 
* Lord Edward, none more ſelfiſh 
has it ever eo eX Une er 4 | 
' «© Amiable girl! how truly de- 
© ſcriptive of your heart is this 
avowal. Indulge its pure affec- 
tions without a pang of ſelf re- 
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46 


proach; the merit of the object 


« juſtifies your tenderneſs, and the 
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time will ſoon arrive when you 
may without a bluſh acknowledge 
warmer ſentiments. So far from 
condemning the paſſion of my 
Grandſon, I only lament that it 
had birth at a time when ſuch a 
trial of his fortitude was eſſential 


to prove the goodneſs of his heart; 


but, after the painful conflict, he 


will be the more deſerving the 


laurels of fehcity which his vir- 


tues have procured him. On his 


ſide it was a neceflary exertion to 
combat an inclination that.he had 


every reaſon to believe muſt be 


offenſive both to God and man ; 


but on yours no ſuch motives ſub- 


ſiſted -a point of delicacy only 
could prompt you toſuppreſs them; 


for a marriage ſuch as ours, you 


: «6 was 
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« as ſenſible, my love, could only 
e be binding in the eyes of the world. 
Had not fate ſo directed your affec- 
4 fians, the world might for ever 
„have remained in its error. But 
for the fake of an idle obſervance 
of ties; which have no real exiſt- 
% ence, ſhall I facrifice the peace of 
« two young people, ſo deſervedly 
% dear to mic? If 1 could, it would 
ebe acting very derogatary to thoſe 
« ſentiments which actuated me to 
«« folicit the happineſs of your hand. 
Heaven forbid you ſhould have 
„ now to regret your compliance, 
from a conduct ſo utterly repug- 
% nant to that paternal tendernefs 
J. have ever ſincerely profeſſed for 
« you. To ſee you perfectly happy, 
at preſent is a ſatis faction from 
* which I am precluded ; but that 
, of endeavauring to render you fo 
n H * after 
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after my deceaſe will not be infe- 


rior. Already idolized by all who 
are in the fmalleſt degree acquaint- 


ed with your amiable heart, who 
that knows the nature of our 
union will not find their admi- 
66 


ration heightened for a woman, 
whom the ſharper tongue of en- 


vy cannot depreciate who that 


knows the circumſtances attend- 
ing our marriage, and will not 
approve the motives, and be inter- 
eſted in the completion of your 
future happineſs To undeceive 
poor Carteret reſpecting that at- 


© tachment he has hitherto deemed 
criminal, muſt be my firſt atten- 
tion: that done, he may look 
calmly to the time when, over- 
come by conviction, the ſanction 


of the world will accompany his 
tendereſt wiſhes. The veil of pre- 


s 0 „ judice 


'. THE PLATONIC MARRIAGE, 153 ; 


&« judice removed, nothing but the 
& hand of that Providence, whoſe 
* actions we are not permitted to ar- 
„ raign, can poſſibly impede them; 
and the war of contending paſſions 
« at an end, the ſunſhine of mutual 
& affection will crown the victory. 
„Be not alarmed, my deareſt Clara, 
«© leſt I ſhould take any ſtep for the 
„ relief of Lord Edward's mind, 
«- which your delicacy will not ap- 
% prove, (obſerving an involuntary 
« confuſion that betrayed itſelf in 
„% my countenance); your tender 
% friendſhip for him I ſhall leave 
« for himſelf to diſcover, and im- 
prove to his own advantage, when 
« propriety better admits of ſuch an 
* effay. But as in this letter he has 
« unknowingly fucniſhed- me with a 
uy plea, at once to ſatisfy his natural 
6 curioſity, and relieve his mind 
Hs A from 
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from the pangs it has lately ſuf- 
rained, I ſhall embrace the oppor- 
tunity to indulge him with our 
little hiſtory, and ſooth it by ac- 
quainting him of the poffi ibility of 
being one day happy, ſhould he be 
fortunate enough to poſſeſs himſelf 


of your affections. All ] fear is, 
that I ſhall not be able to tran- 


ſeribe the particulars of thoſe af- 
fecting circumſtances which led 
me to the knowledge of your vir- 


tues. I am now very much ex- 
hauſted with chatting to you, yet 


would gladly enter on the taſk 
immediately, left my wiſhes to 
promote his felicity ſhould be diſ- 
appointed by the interfering hand 
of God. Yer, relying on his aid, 
I will attempt it; for itis the only 


method by which I can properly 


T6 give him an idea of what I wiſh 


„% him 


— 
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« him to be informed. Yau muſt fit 
„ by me, Clara, and aſſiſt my me- 
% mory, leſt it ſhould treacherouſly 
« omit a deſcription. of the moſt 
& trifling incident which is vecefſary 
«© to the Tale. | 
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: « Alas, my dear Lord, what a 
* taſk are you going to undertake !— F 
„ would do any thing to relieve | 
Lord Edward's mind, but I can- | 
not conſent that you ſhould fatigue 
« yourſelfin your preſent weak ſtate. 


What then muſt be done, my 
40 love, to accompliſh what my heart 
« is ſet upon? Ves, I have thought 
of a means (recollecting himſelf) 
« jf it is one in which you can unre- 
% luctantly concur. I know you 
% have regularly correſponded with 


66 Sw Gertrude . ever ſince 
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e ſhe was at Parisy-and deut not 
* but your confidence in her has 
4 been unlimited. If ſhe has not 
« deſtroyed your letters, may they 

« not contain a fuller explanation 
e than could now be poſſibly given; 
« as they were written at a time 
« when the heart, affected with its 
C recent ſufferings, breathed the ge- 
© nuine ſenſations which your pen 
4% deſcribes that it breathed none 
- *« but what the pureſt innocence 
„ might reſpire, I am perfectly con- 
« yinced; therefore, flatter myſelf 
4% your compliance will attend my 
66 wane: ru ak t 


Was it poſſible, my 8 to deny 
this beſt of friends a ſatisfaction that 
would exempt him from ſo eonſider- 
able a ſhare of fatigue ?—yet 1 will 
confeſs it was with fome repugnance 


» > 3d 


8 28 I con- 
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I conſented even to the expoſure of 
ſentiments Iam now aſhamed to have 
expreſſed. There is ſomething ſo ſa- 
cred in the correſpondence of friends 
like us, that it appears to me almoft 
as great a breach of allegiance as that 
of expoſing the literal converſations 
of tender lovers. There are among 
them a few letters I would gladly have 
faved from the general ſacrifice. You 
will not be at a loſs to gueſs that they 
are thoſe you received from me fince 
Lord Edward's firſt appearance at the 
Caſtle; but I have promiſed, and to 


purloin a ſingle one would be a de- 


viation from ſincerity, that ill agrees 
with thoſe maxims to which I hope 
ever to adhere. However, as your's 


are not neceſſary to the deſired expla- 


nation, a certain little ſecret, breath- 
ed under the ſanction of unreſerved 


TIED; wilr not be liable to tran- 
T ſpire 3 
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ſpire; and ſhquld mine. contain any 
thing which tends. to ſuch a diſco- 
very, the prudence of Lord Edward, 
I truſt, will not fo far deſert him as 
to prompt a communication to his 
companion. 


I feel one ſatis faction from the idea 
of his being put in poſſeſſion of our 
correſpondence, that overbalances e- 
very other objection: his Lordſhip 
will fee. what I was ever anxious he 
ſhould know, that intereſted as muſt 
appear my union with the Duke, I 
was neither. prompted to accept him 
from the illuſions of grandeur, or any 
other motive which the moſt virtuous 
mind need bluſh to own. Vet I have 
ſcruples which I know not how to 
overcome. In writing to a friend we 
are apt to expreſs ourſelves with a 
— that would be ſuppreſſed 


Were 
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were we writing for the inſpection of 
other people. I fear my good opinion 


of Lord Edward has from our firſt 


acquaintance led me to ſpeak of him 
in terms (though not of exaggeration) 
rather too expreſſive of encomium; 
for a kind of ſympathetic friendſhip 
has dictated all J have faid. The im- 
prefh on firſt wrought on me by dif. 
coveringhis natural propenſions to be- 
nevolence, were too much rooted not 
to render him ever a pleaſing theme; 
and by accuſtoming myſelf to dwell 
upon it, have given it the pre-emi- 
nence overevery other. Alas! have not 
my letters to my Gertrude ſpoke the 
language of a heart, the ſource of whoſe 
ſenſations were not perceivable to it- 
ſelf till within theſe few hours ?—1 
fear they have; yet, conſcious of 


their impropriety, would ſhe not have 


„ 
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reproved them had they been ſo evi- 
dent as my fears ſuggeſt? 


| Eaſe my mind in that particular, 
deareſt girl, with the requeſted pack- 
et give mea faithful portrait of your 
internal comments on the ſubject 
which alarms me, and tell me if my 
letters breathe a ſentiment which the 
moſt diſintereſted friend ought not to 
poſſeſs? 3 


| I have repoſed all my anxieties and 
fears on the breaſt of the moſt indulg- 
ent of parents, but his tender ſooth- 
ings cannot calm my perturbed heart. 


With grief unutterable he looks 
forward to the hour which is to de- 
prive us of the beſt of friends: yet 
in his death anticipates the final ac- 
compliſhment of the dream which 

* | pre- 
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preceded our firſt introduction to each 


other; and, beholding in it the won- 
der-working finger of Providence, 


is calm amidſt his woe. 


For me, all that at preſent intereſts 


my thoughts and wiſhes on the ſub- 


ject is, the reſtoration of his Lord- 


ſhip's peace: to know him relieved 
from thoſe painful reflections which 


muſt have long occupied his mind, 
will be the greateſt eaſe to mine; but 


as to any future proſpects of happi- 
neſs which may ariſe from this event 
is ani idea to which I cannot now 
give admittance. Ungrateful and un- 
generous muſt be the heart that could 
loak with ſerenity to the moſt exalt- 
ed ſtate of human felicity, when con- 
ſcious it muſt be founded on the death 


of ſuch a friend. | 
n MoH an Per- 
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Perfectly happy in his fociety, I 
defire no addition to my prefent fa- 
tis faction, but that of knowing Lord 


Edward as happy as myſelf; which, 


from the goodneſs of his diſpoſition, 
I ſhould ſuppoſe nothing can impede, 
but the conſcious pangs of fuppoſed 
guilt; for to be even criminal in 
wifhes, to a mind naturally virtuous, 
muſt be a contmual fource of ſelt- 


Was it to pleaſe Heaven to length- 
ep the life of this tenderly revered 
man beyond the uſual period, inſtead 
of harbouring a repining thought, I 


ſhould adore its goodnefs. If I do 


love, which from circumſtances is 
almoſt indubitable, it is a paſſion de- 
void of every ſelfiſh with :—a paſſion 
which prompts to no defires of feli- 
wy beyond thoſe which are com- 

Poms 
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priſed i in the eſteem and happineſs of 
its object. 


So far from anticipating the diſſo- 
lution of thoſe ties which are a barrier 
to a nearer connection between us, as 
a ſiſter I ſhould wiſh to ſhare with 
Lord Edward, for many, many years, 
the ſatis factory taſk of ſoftening the 
infirmities of our general parent— 
ſmooth the pillar of his age—and, 
by the cheering ſociety of youth, il- 
lumme the winter of his declining 
days. | . 


Would to Heaven he were not 
far diſtant !—the preſence of a ten- 
derly-beloved friend is ſometimes 
more efficacious in the recovery of an 
invalid than all the medical relief 
that can be obtained: but ſo late in 
life there are little hopes of a perfect 
| re-eſtabliſh- 
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re-eſtabliſhment, as it is rather a ge- 
neral decay of nature than any parti- 
cular complaint. 


Be expeditious as poſſible, my 
deareſt Gertrude, in forwarding the 
deſired packet the natural anxiety 
which will prevail in the mind of his 
Grace till he has tranſmitted it, as 
propoſed, being very injurious in his 
preſent enfeebled ſtate. + | 


Incloſed is Lord Edward's letter 
to his friend. Will not your ſympa- 
thiſing heart take a part in his diſtreſs ? 
—will it not rejoice in the proſpect 
of relief to a mind ſo overborne by 
the tide of contending paſſions, and 
join with me in admiration of thoſe 
virtues which prompted him to adopt 
the reſolution of baniſhing himſelf 
from all he held dear on earth, till he 
| had 
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had obtained the victory ?—T know it 
will; for does it not affectionately 


participate in every thing which in- 
terolts that of 


Your unalterable 


CLara? 


4 ** 
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> EETTERK BY 


LORD EDWARD CARTERET TO SIR FREDERIC 
DENBEIGH, h 


{ [Throngh miſtake addreſſed to the Duke of A**] 


ROM the boſom of that reſtleſs 

ocean which exhibits the moſt 
ſtriking picture of my own, do I now 
addreſs my friend. Self-baniſhed 
from the Eden of all that can intereſt 
my heart—every ſpot of earth which 
covers the face of this habitable globe 
will now be traverſed by me with 
equal indifference ; fince none but 
that which I have left behind can 


teem with ought amuſive, to a mind 
ſo 
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ſo e eee to dwell en per- 
ſie < ; 


But have 1 not already too long 
indulged myſelf in the contemplation 
of thoſe heavenly beauties which, 
under ' circumſtances unfortunate as 
mine, it is criminal to look upon, 
unleſs my refractory heart could 
bring itſelf to behold them with the 
ealm iim mm 75627 


ſs 

ſt Theunhappy deg Add on 

* cloſing the ſcene of his exiſtence 

* yet, whoſe irreſoſute foul ſtill . ing- 

ſt ing to the world reluctantly gives the 

h final ſtroke, is the moſt expreſſive 

ba emblem I can give you of my ſitua- 
ch. tion. The morn on which 1 tore 

it WM myſelf from the Caſtle—alas | Den- 

n beigh, was it not quitting a place, 
1d the virtue of whoſe inhabitants ren- 
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ders it an abode of bliſs )- yet, un- 
worthy as I am, ought I not to have 
torn myſelf from it ſooner? nor by 
the ſighs of ſecret diſcontent have 
thrown a gloom upon thoſe hearts 
which, illumined by innocence and 
goodneſs, are the ſource of unceaſing 
n ? 


Alittle hs and I had a affuredly 
ſunk myſelf beneath their pity; e- 


ven as it is I greatly fear the cauſe of 


my depreſſion was not entirely un- 
e 90 


To be en is 1 fulfics 


| 2 to excite the ſympathy of a ſoul 


ſuſceptible of all the finer feelings of 
humanity. Ihe charming Ducheſs 


teſtiſied her ſenſihility at my depar- 
ture in a manner that hardly left me 


maſter of my reaſon; and the pearly 
drops 


C 
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drops ſhe let fall upon my hand as I 


tremblingly ſaluted her roſeat cheek, 
though no traces of them remain upon 
the place on which they fell, will 
never be waſhed from my heart; but 
lie buried in its moſt internal receſſes, 
as gems of intime Mer. 


The moſt friendly iden accom. 
panied her farewell. 
« Adieu, my Lord,” id the, i in 
accents that ſtill thrill upon my e ear: 
—* May health ſoon reviſit your 
« cheek, and peace your heart. Von 
* wull leave behind yau friends whoſe 
« unceaſing prayers will be for the 
„ ſpeedy reſtoration of. both—and - 
« your own endeavourg to aſſiſt the 
** preſcription of xour Phyſicians I 
hope will not be wanting. If you 
% would give us a proof of your 
VOL. 111. I «© eſteem, 
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<< eſteem, you muſt take care of your- 
« ſelf,” 
Be Sink ſigh accompanied 
theſe words which almoſt perſuaded 
me ſhe ſaw and pitied thoſe ſufferings 
which ſhe was ſenſible could never 
admit of alleviation. Heaven ſend 
1 may be miſtaken !—for if any thing 
could add to the pangs J already feel, 
it would be the reflection of inflicting 
a momentary one in her gentle bo- 
ſom. Heaven forbid it—again muſt! 
repeat !—for, unconſcious that I loved 
her long before I knew it was a crime 
to do ſo, how muſt the knowledge 
of my criminal attachment debaſe 
me in her eſteem !—how different 
the pity the muſt feel for me to 
that which i is inſpired by 0 
virtue! * 


But 
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But if unfortunately known, I will 
now ſufficiently expiate my crime by 
a pennance which cannot- fail im- 
preſſing her with the belief that it is 
in voluntary that it is not the reſult 
of 0 ee libertiniſm, but the 
deſtiny: Abel _—— md 
even, our beſt reſolves. 
I did not mention my future in- 
tentions to my father before we em- 
barked, leſt his tenderneſs ſhould 
prompt him to oppoſe them; for to 
have added to the diſtreſs he felt at 
parting from me, was a piece of cru- 
elty which at that time I was not 
equal to; but when we have been a 
little time in France, I ſhall acquaint 
him with my ſettled determination 
to lengthen my tour, in a manner 
12 which 
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which will, I hope, leave them no 
mf 1 e „Jilttit nt. 


Can 1 collibly alope a more pru- 
dent one? for, conſeious of my 
weakneſs, would it not be madneſs 
to return to a clime which can only 
ſerve to inereaſe it? Nothing, I am 
perſuaded, can ever drive from my 
heart the lovely object of its ill-fated 
wiſhes; but time and the moſt un- 
remitting efforts will, Itrufſt; reduce 
my mind to that compoſure which 
it is abſolutely eſſential ſhould take 
place ere I again appear before her. 
When I have brought the ſtubborn 
Hutterer to ſee her only with the 
calm emotions of a brother, then, 
and then only, ſhall I be deſerving 
that virtuous friendſhip with which 
the moſt amiable of women (I hope 


2 
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unconſcious of my demerits) has al- 
"wp xk en to honour me. 


How l ee 
bleſt are thoſe who are never ordained 
to experienee thoſe contending paſ- 
ſions which renders me a voluntary 
exile from all my ſoul holds dear !— 
yet, am I not more enviable than 
thoſe who, trampling down the laws 
of honour and humanity, give the 
reins to their defires, nor contend 
with bein t | 


That love for a truly amiable and 
virtuous woman can perform wonders 
on a mind not totally degenerate; is 
beyond diſpute; ſince even the diſſi- 
pated Lord George is quite another 
being than him we formerly knew 
under that character. Without the 
leaſt.reſerve he made me the confident 

31 of 
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of his' paſſion for the Ducheſs as ſoon 
as his heart acknowledged the influ- 
ence of her charms (little imagining 
that he was confeſſing his weakneſs 


to one but too well diſpoſed to ſym- 


pathize in his misfortune) ; and Rill 
continues tenderly to cheriſh her 
image; ſanguinely anticipating the 
time when concealment youll ben no 


_ * 2 


It is aſtoniſing t to me that bis own 


ſenſations do not lead him to the di- 


covery of mine. For ever expatiating 


on thoſe attractions which have be- 
guiled him of his affections, it is 
almoſt impoſſible for me to be an 
indifferent hearer, nor betray thoſe 
emotions which his animated eulo- 


giums are apt to awaken 1n mk bo- 
ſom. | "Fs 48 
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Alas! there needs not that incite- 
ment to call to my remembrance 


« That lend idea which though I fy purſues” — | 


And which nought even for a mo- 
ment can baniſh from my mind; 
though oppoſed by the ſtrongeſt re- 
monſtrances of reaſon, and the re- 
collection of that affinity which at 


once mows down every blade of hope, 


and leaves the mind as barren of fe- 
licity as an immenſe deſart, which 
the ſun has never deigned to illumine 
with its rays. ** ? 


The evening before my departure 
from the Caſtle, the good old Duke' 
(as if conſcious how valuable would 
be the gift) preſented me with a beau- 
tiful waiſtcoat, embroidered by the 


W fingers of his angelic wifſe. 
TEA Su ul 


. 
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Could he have peeped into my 
heart he need not have bid me value 
it for the ſake of the worker or the 
giver, ſince both are too tenderly be- 
loved not to render every trifle ſacred 
which has ever been their property. 


| What a nen would it be 
to me to learn the full interpretation 
of thoſe words with which his pre- 
{ent was accompanied. Among other 
things I recollect the following :— 


« With this * of Godin, Ned, 
is connected a ſtory that would ſtir 
„% up all the fine feelings of your 
& ſoul, and make you play the very 
* woman; but I truſt there needs 
e not a relation of it to impreſs you 
« with a proper eſteem for her whoſe 
% amiability is too eee to 

51 need euloglum,“ 


Would 


—— 
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Would to Heaven J could poſſeſs 
myſelf of the ſtory alluded to, though 
impoſſible (as his Grace ſuggeſts) to 
eſteem her more; yet, in the retro- 
ſpection of every little incident, cal- 
culated to raiſe my admiration of her 
virtues, I think I ſhould feel my 
preſent reſolution ſtrengthened—and, 
loſing the frail deſires of mortality, 
adore her- with the purity of thoſe 
celeftial beings to whom by ——— 
ſhe is ſo nearly allied. | 


Voor fair miſtreſs is on friendly 
terms with Lady Gertrude Speneer. 
Is it riot poffible, think you, to avail 
yourſelf of their intimacy, and angle 
for the tale in which I find 
fo er intereſted? 


That fome extraordinary circum- 55 


ſtance led to the union of this match- 
el 4: leſs 
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leſs in goodneſs, though in years but 
ill-matched pair, Ihave not a doubt; 
and am equally perſuaded: they are 
ſuch as would reflect the higheſt 
honour on them both. But though 
the ſame ſervants are in the family 
as attended the Duke abroad, I have 
never even heard them hinted. So 
truly are they attached to their lord 
and lady, that, unleſs to yield the due 
-tribute to their virtues, they never 
reſpire their names, nor mention a 
ſyllable of an incident which occurred 
previous to their marriage. Such a 
ſet of faithful antediluvians furely 
never graced our. hoſpitable xoof— 
and juſtly are they eſteemed- by its 
worthy owners, 


As foon as he arrives at Paris, you 
will hear from me again. I ſhall put 
this in the poſt, immediately. on our 

| land- 
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landing, and hope you will not neg- 
lect ſending me a ſpeedy account of 
your welfare, addreſſed to the Hotel 
de ——, where we ſhall take up our 
abode for about ten days, and then 
proceed to Montpellier; after a ſhort 
reſidence at which, I ſhall extend. my 
peregrinatious to Rome, Conſtanti- 
nople, and every other capital which. 
is deſerving the attention of a tra- 
veller. I have not yet mentioned 
my deſign to Lord George, but doubt 
not but he will concur with me in 
my plan—if he ſhould. not, it wall 
not prevent me from putting it in 
execution: as a diverſity of ſcenes is 
the only one from which I can hope 
the moſt trifling relief to a mind that, 
even amidſt e, will be too apt to 
revert to the ſubject of its hidden 
grief. 
A6 By 


* 
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By the time ] hear from you again, 
the amiable woman of your choice 
wilt, F hope, have condeſcended to 
adorn you with thoſe fetters to 
which you fo ardently aſpire. May 
the happineſs you anticipate equal 
your fondeſt expeCtation—and the 
mutual affection which unites you in 
youth extend itſelf, undiminithed, to 
the winter of your days! It would 
be uſclefs to enumerate thefe good 
wiſhes which, on the ſubject of your 
felicity, 1 hope you will believe as 
2 as is the friendfhip of 


þ felf-exiled 


CAk'rERET. 


LET. 
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LETTER XII. 


LADY GERTRUDE SPENCER ro run DUCHESS 
oF gk Pn | 


Y haſte to ſend the peace-in- 

ſpiring packet which 1s intend- 
ed to reſtore happineſs to the boſom 
it has ſo many months deſerted, will 
hardly permit me to deſcribe the vas 
rious ſenſations with which 1 found 
myſelf affected on reading my Chara's 

letter. 


The ſentiments you have at length 
ventured to diſcloſe are indeed the 
enly part of it which did not produce 
novel ones; but theſe, let me pre- 

1 ſume 
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ſume to tell you, my dear, were no 
ſecret to her who, from a thorough 
knowledge of your heart, is perhaps 
more quick- ſighted than yourſelf in 
diſcovering the ſource of its emotions. 
None but thoſe who feel the full 
force of an __ 8 attractions can 
deſctibe them with that animation 
which accompanied every line in 
which Lord * was Noun fob 
ject. 
From the moment of his arrival I 
expected nothing leſs than that a mu- 
tual attachment would take place; 
little ſuſpecting that accident had be- 
fore laid the baſis on his fide; and 
though from the known prudence of 
both -nothing derogatory to the ho- 
nour of either was to be apprehended, 
yet I trembled for your peace; con- 
ſcious that the utmoſt efforts of vir- 
tue, 


S 
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tue, though. they may reſtrain. the 
conduct, en Fellygun, the 
ſs Ne 4 354 \ 


R ger” abindio g as were the ties which 
united you to the worthy man whoſe 
name you bear, yet, as they are bind- 
ing in the eyes of the world, 1 ſaw 
no potlibility of their ever being in- 
validated the proſpect was therefore 
too gloomy to be reflected on with 
pleaſure—and moſt fervently did I 
petition Heaven that your ſenſibility 
of heart at ſuch an inauſpicious pe- 
riod might not prove the. greateſt 
misfortune. of your life. 


But thanks to Providence, and the 
generous efforts of him whoſe days 
have ever been devoted to the happi- 
neſs of all around him, my prayers 
will not be unpropitious, The veil 
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nity, as the conſciouſneſs of Lord 
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of myſtery removed by him whoſe 
veracity through life has been un- 
queſtioned, no one will dare to cen- 
ſure a paſſion which Heaven and the 
higheſt of hum?n powers approve: 
and that it cannot be offenſive in the 


eyes of the former ts ſufficiently prov- 


ed by the approbation of that reſpect- 
able friend who never yet gave his 
ſanction to an unlawful act - hoſe 
virtues muſt dwelt on the memory 
of his furvivors, till time flrall be no 
more. | ö 


Ft was's fortunate miſtake that pro- 


- duced this intereſting explanation, 


though I am inclined to believe there 
wanted not that to have determined 
the conduct of his Grace in regard to 
your future happineſs: it only fur- 
niſhed him with an earlier opportu- 


Ed- 
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Edward's attachment to you, theugh 
your's was not fo viſible, would cer- 
tainly have induced him, in the courſe 
of their correſpondence, to have afford- 
ed him the proſpect of a poſſibility of 
being happy, ſhould the object of his 
virtuous inclinations be ever inclined 
to o brighten it. 


Be not alarmed, my friend, at the 
idea of his Lordſhip's diſcovering how 
anxious you were to gain his good 
opinion; or, after the diſcovery of 
attachment to you, how tenderly you 
ſympathized in his misfortunes ; for, 
is not the with of approbation inhe- 
rent in an amiable diſpoſition? and 
dove eyed pity equally characteriſtic 
of a benevolent one? Should he per- 
ceive more lively ſymptoms than 
thoſe of friendſhip blended amidſt the 
phitanthropian groupe of virtues, 

| ſuffer 


\ 
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ſuffer him to cull the luxuriant buds 
of growing happineſs, for long enough 
have they been obſcured by the weeds 
of black def pair. Believe me, he will 
find nothing 1 in your letters but the 
genuine effuſions. of a heart, whoſe 
native ſentiments are too pure to need 
either the veil of concealment or diſ- 
guiſe. The moſt diſintereſted friend 
(for were they not the dictates of diſ- 
intereſtedneſs ?) might have expreſſ- 
ed herſelf with equal warmth, was 
the object as deſerving of eulogium as 
himſelf: that honeſt praiſe which 


| real merit excites, virtue may ever 


vabluthingly expreſs, 


Whatever may be the u of 
Lord Edward on peruſing them, he has 
already ſufficiently proved the power 
of virtue over his mind, to leave a 


voube. of his taking any imprudent 
| ad- 


/ % Q oY T0089 


— 
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advantages from the knowledge of 
your ſentiments, ſhould he perceive 
in them the dawnings of an affection 
ſo neceflary to his repoſe. The ho- 
nour which has regulated his conduct 
under the trying hour of temptation, 
and diſappointed wiſhes, will never 


deſert him under the funſhine of haps» 


pier proſpects; but, . ſtill as now diſ- 

e creet,“ he will calmly await the 
time when, without an infringement 
either of delicacy or rectitude, he 
may avow the flame which, temper- 
ed by reaſon,” will glow moſt pure 
when fed by Mou | 2426) 


7 will, as you bam ſo devoutly 
a. {erenely ſhare; with you the 
pious work of ftrewing flowers around 
the couch of drooping age—nor 
breathe! a ſigli for the immediate poſ- 


ſeſſion of a treaſure, which can only be 


a 


810 0 At- 
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attained by an event, of which hu- 
manity, gratitude, and filial love, muſt 
forbid the anticipation, 


He will view the final cloſe of a virtu- 
ous life with that ſincere regret, which 
no ſelf-gratification can overeome; 
nor will the reflection of the bleſſing 


hae has left, prevent him from giving 


due tribute of ſorrow for that which 
he has loſt. Common minds may 
rejoice in the acquirement of perſonal 
| happineſs, from whatſoever ſource it 
ariſes; but in one noble as that of 
Carteret, no ſenſe of joy can ſtop the 
tide of grief. He will lament that 
his felicity is unattainable by any 
other means than the death of the 
friend who has ſo tenderly promoted 
it; and, if he cannot avert the ſtroke, 
will view its approaches with thoſe 
emotions which muſt endear him ſtill 
—— | more 
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more to your affections will unite 
with you in alleviating the corporeal 
ſufferings of the dying ſaint; and, 
when his ſoul ſhall be at peace, blend 
his tears with yours, till, in the lux- 
ury of filial ſorrow, you exhauſt the 
briny ore, and your hearts, by imper- 
ceptible degrees, admit a leſs mourn» 
ful gueſt. | 


How painfully different will be 
the fate of Lord George Wentworth! 
the anchor on which he has hi- 
therto leant: muſt now ſhrink from 
the heart it was wont to ſupport ! 
 —dreary will be the proſpe& which 
its illuſions were wont to illumine! 
May he agquire that fortitude 
which ſupported his friend under a 
ſimilar one; and time, thatuniverſal 
alleviator of human ills, reſtore him 
10 * world and to himſelf! I could 

add 
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add another wiſh to theſe, dare I 
hope it would be heard; but till that 
accompliſhment it cannot be effec- 
tive; ſufficient therefore, for the pre- 
ſent, are thoſe I have diſcloſed. 
Adieu, my beloved friend—be- 
lieve that no one more'truly partici- 
pates- either of your joys or griefs 
than, 


| Your ſincerely affectionate, 


GERTRUDF, 
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LETTER XV. 


' LORD EDWARD CARTERET TO SIR FREDERIC 
DENBEIGH. : 


| BEFORE this can reach your hands 

I ſhall be on my paſſage back to 
England; yet it is not more than four 
and twenty hours ſince I wrote to 
Lord G—, acquainting him of my 
determination to extend my tour 
through Italy, nor return till I had 
viſited every capital worth inſpection 

in the Roman empire. | 


Fate has ordained it otherwiſe— 
and that ſtrange effect of chance, 
which ſometimes works more effec- 
| tually 
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tually for our. happineſs than all our 
own endeavours, has reverſed my 
deſtiny. From a mind ſo confuſed 
as mine, little regularity or connec- 
tion of circumſtances, can be ex pect- 
ed. Vou muſt take the incidents 
with which I am going to furniſh 
you in the groſs, and connect them 
at your leiſure. I would give ſome- 
thing that you were here, to convince 
me 1 do not dream; for as yet I can 
hardly believe that the packet I have 
before me is not an illuſion. 


I wrote to you immediately on our 
landing ; and it was a letter you may 

believe truly deſcriptive of the emo- 
tions of a heart, whoſe inmoſt re- 

ceſſes were before laid open to your 
inſpection. To talk of our diſtreſſes 

is ſome alleviation—it is the only 

ſolace of diſtant friends -a tempo- 
| rary 


8 


— i my 


1 


4 


1 PUATON 10) MAKE AGE, 193 
rary embollient for hoſowwodk packs 


wearer ger E103 d ch Irin ute 
-O adi ei vlanſt g 1 r 
What Laid to. ks J can — 
fecolle@eþ tit the event ſhews it was 
ſuffivieftly? explanatory! of my feel- 
ings for when ehe time was neatly 
elapſed in which L expected to have 
heard from you, I received” the en- 
cloſe8;cacoompanied by u large packet 


of letters, which, on inſpection, I 
found to be addreſſed from the Du- N 


cheſs to Lady Gertrude Spencer, in- 
cluding{ the intereſting tale -T had 


ſo long eh to dees ere 
"ww _ tl bits : ig by 109 


* 07 aſidhithmene on the pe- 
ruſal of the former! words art not 
ſuffictently 'exprefiive of — N 
finable Emotions: it inſpired, - 


VorL. 111. K 1 
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| If angel ever.condeſcended to take 
upon itſelf the humble veil of mor- 
tality, ſuch ſurely is the God-like 
A——. Had 1 by any means diſ- 
covered the egregious blunder I had 
committed, before the receipt of his 
generous, affectionate letter, what 
muſt have become of me? Under 
ſuch painful circumſtances I can hard- 
ly anſwer for my condu@t; but the 
knowledge of any error, and a pardon 
for the ſtill greater one it had been 
the means of divulging, arrived to- 
| laſtead. of thoſe. reproaches 
I oight jaſtiy have enpected, I en- 
countered pity; and the worthy man 
whom I ſhould have imagined would 
have ſpurned me with contempt, in- 
vites me again $0 bis paternal roof— 
| bids. me look forward to future hap- 
pineſs— and even ap proves 


195 


for the lovely ohject 8 it kri- | 
minal to look Ant e 1011 


Ah! did nee 
uhion of ſouls ? ſuch has the event 
proved it to be; but you muſt fend 
the pathetic tale with which I am 
intruſted, and then you will have 
ſome faint idea of my feelings during 
the pea 8 — 3 is bing 


poſiible. 


Lore, Wale and admiration, 
wert by turns aſoendant. What a 
tranfition tom the depths of un- 
happineis and mental diſcord, raiſed 
at once to the heigths of pure feli- 
city: my mind relieved from the 
galling burthen of involüntary guilt, - 
aud 3 n vg Or 


AD ide 
d get Bot 
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But the happieſt proſpects are not 
without their intervening clouds. Na- 
ture ſhudders at the recollection of 
the melancholy ſcene which muſt 
precede the bliſs for which I ſigh, 
blocks up the riſing tide of Joys 1 and 
ſtifles _ TER”: dr 31 4 


» 
572 9 bo, 


991 i; 1105 7980 2 
* nd more upon the affect - 

| ing ſubjet—the firſt fair wind wafts 
me to England—meet me at Dover, 
if you wiſh to participate either my 
pains or pleaſure, for it will belong 
ere we ſhall: meet in town. Poor 
Lord George !—I could net in honour 
conceal from him this unexpected 
turn in my affairs his former can- 
dour demanded an equal proof of mine 
—-would to Heaven it could haye been 
given withęut infli ing om his heart 
thoſe pangs, from which mine has 


Heen ſo recently xelieved! yet he ge- 
nerouſly 
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nerouſly congratulates me on my fu- 
ture proſpects, and ſays, he will ne- 
ver return to his native clime, till he 
can My them without: a . 
usr 30. 1 a 0: 
May he ſpeedily attain) tHat 83 
firable apathy. for ry! own ſuffer- 
ings teach me to commilerate his; 
and were not the ſecrets of friends 
repoſed in confidence, toe ſacred to 
be diſcloſed, I would recommend a 
' different, mode of obtaining it to that 
he has adopted; fince there is in the 
world an amiable woman, who inte- 
reſts herſelf ſo much in his felicity, 
that her endeavours to ſooth his grief 
could hardly fail of ſucceſs. As it 1s - 
without infringing on- the rules of 
confidence, ſhall venture to drop ſome 
hints upon the ſubject, that on his 
return to England, if the lady ſhould 
ſtill be diſengaged, and his peace re- 
K 3 ſtored, 
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ſtored, he may improve them to his 


Adieu my friend! I ſhall have ſome 
faint hopes of ſeeing you on my land- 
ing. Lady Denbeigh, (for fuch I 
ſuppofe by this time is Lady Lucy 
Nugent) if the cannot conſent to 
your abſence, will perhaps accom- 

pany: Fou-till when and ever nat 

lieve me, 


1 Y 


Caarrynr, 
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LETTER XV: 


71 DUXE or 4— T0 LORD EDWARD A; 
p ar. e 


| ny in the foregoing.) 


Acer DENT, iar de Ned; has 
afforded me the fatis factory plea- 
fure of fpeaking peace to your wound- 
ed heart: a heart that would be un- 
unworthy the profpe& of happmeſs 
which now opens to its view, Rad it 
not nobly contended with thofe paſ- 
fions which, but under the command 
of reaſon, debaſe the human mirid. 
From a reverſron of the addrefs, a 
letter, intended for the friend who 
der your moſt unlimited conft-— 
| K 4 dence, 
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dence, has fallen into my hands. It 
is needleſs to enlarge on its contents; 
ſuffice it to ſay, that it contains ſen- 
timents J was before, from my own 
obſervation, in part acquainted with; 
and from the native goodneſs of your 
diſpoſition I expected thoſe virtuous 
efforts, with which you have aimed, 
to combat them: but, till you had 
formed the only reſolution which 
could have enabled you totally to 
obtain the victory, 1 dared not give 
indulgence to that delight, which 
every; parent muſt feel in ſeeing a be- 
loved ſon pafs the fiery ordeal, of temp- 
tation, and eſcape unhurt. 


8 An affection | pure as that which 
breathes throughout your letter, even 
I, whom you. beheve moſt injured, 
cannot condemn : nor can lany. long- 


er ſuffer you to remain in an error, 


which, 
1 4 


— " bu. 


tabs Mats i. 
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* 2 ** 


which, by impreſſing you with the, 
idea of being criminal only in wiſhes, 
has already impaired your health, | 
Till you had merited it by the utmoſt 
exertions of virtue, I could not pre- 
ſeenet, which ee but the enge; 
rity. of my affection for you could in- 
duce me to diſcloſe; but its commu- 
nication ſhall be no longer delayed, 
ſince it will reconctle you to, yourſelf, 
and explain the only part of my con=. 
duct ieh needs an explauation. =O 
My marriage EY Fwy An eg wo⸗ 
man Who is ſo deſervedly the, object 
of your affections, did not ſurpriſe. 
you more than will the diſcovery. you 
are about to make. The packet which 


accompanyes,, this will. fuyniſh, Nou 


with a relation of all, thoſe, 9G 


incidents, Which led io Al 


noun! K 5 * beck, 
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which, after its perufal; you will have 
no longer caufe' to regret... A wife in 
the eyes of the world; but, in thoſe 
of God and mine, only a denderlx· be- 
loved child: co-equal with you in my 
and ttiens ! is ſhe who bears try name. 
Is it poflible to find words more com- 
prehenfive of what F wonld infer ? 


Continue to love her without a 
crithe. The tender friendſhip We 
now” feels for you, time may ripen 
into warmer ſentiments; and your 
imaginary affinity be no impediment 
to your happinefs; as it wilt be edſy 
to prove, from authorrty not to- be 
diſputed, that in oy it never bop 
exiſtence. "ol 


You have 1 too fully — nr at- 
tachment to virtue, for me- to think it 


poſſible you ould deem the diſpen- 
ſations 
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fitions' of mam any Heere to an 
unlawful act; bat, conſcious: that 
Heaversdifpertfes you from all inten- 
tions of itrfrirgemenit or ies juſt corn 
mands, yow need not ſeruple e apply 
for one, when the time arrives, in 


which propriety admits of ſuch an 


application. 


It is with difficulty J have wrote 
thus far; but my wiſhes to relieve 
your mind from the painful confſict 
it ſuſtains, would not permit me to 
defer, till to-morrow, what I might 
perhaps be leſs able to perform than 
to day :—a little time and I ſhall be 
no more: the taper of life has al- 
ready reached its ſocket. Come, my 
deareſt child, and by your heart-re- 
viving preſence, ſmooth my paflage 
to eternity. It will be time enough 
tai think of going to Rome, when 

K 6 you 
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| you havecloſed the eyes of him, who, 
till the, moment of death, will breathe 
the moſt fervent. prayers for your fe- 
| licity; and, by every human effort to 
| h it, Peone Kirmſelf, 


ft; 70 79 


Tour truly affeRionate 
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LETTER XVI. 


LADY GERTRUDE SPENCER TO LADY SPENCER: 
| KT Þ p -- £2543 


youR » kind gebe, in per- 
mitting me to devote a few weeks 
to the amiable friend, whoſe partia- 
lity induces her to look upon my ſo- 
ciety as an alleviation to every men- 
tal ill, cannot, my deareſt Madam, 
be too gratefully acknowledged by 
your Gertrude; and happy will the 
be'in complying. with your requeſt, 
if het letters can, in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree, tend to divert that ennui you 
ever affeQtionately W n of i in her 


9 * 
abſence,” © qm 
l zh og me Ike 105 
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On my arrival here, 1 found his 
Grace no worſe than when we receiv- 
ed the laſt accounts; and! far more 
ſerene than any one about him. On 
my entrance into his apartment, he 
even aſſumed a degree of pleaſantry ; 
and, extending his hand with a be- 
nign ſmile, ſaid, that time had been, 
e when he ſhauld. have been aſhamed 
% to have welcomed a lady withont 
« riſing from his feat ;, bat now, on 
<< the declivity of the hill, the order 
e af things was reverſed: I mult ex- 
* euſe his want of politaneſs, and 
believe that my pneſrues was ne- 

t vertheleſs acceptable. Mie haze 
& all been wiſhing for your arrival, 
cantinued the. good old man, and 
* to our poor Clara it muſt be pecu- 
« larly ſatisfactory. Such. droary 
« employment as the infirmivigs; of 
os 2 daily afford her, without the 
ſociety 


rr GP” Wn, SD 
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« ſociety of a friend of her own fex 
« to drverſify the feene, would, F 
« fear, tend to injure her health; bue 


&« the native cheerfulneſs of your la- 


« dyſhip's diſpofition, I flatter my- 
« ſelf, will now operate as a eordial 
« to revive her deelining ſpirirs, 


« which: have of late been too muck 
affected by a fubje&, that I could 
« with leſs intenſely engaged her 
thoughts. We cannot forget that 
« we muſt part; but the mutual ad- 

6 yantages we may hope will acerue 
from what at moſt 1s but a tempo- 
« rary ſeparation, you know, my dear 
Lady Gertrude, ought to reconcile 


12 both to the ee before us. 


This was tos much for the Du- 
chels—ihs aroſe ; and, m—_— to a 


gave free —— dhe — 
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me a motion, as the paſſed, not to 
follow, or even ſeem to obſerve that 
ſhe had left her ſeat. | 


After a little more diſcourſe on a 
fubje& which 1s become familiar, to 
one who views the approaches of 
death without a pang, my friend, 
wiping away the traces of her grief, 
again reſumed her chair; and her 
father obſerving that IJ had taken no 
refreſhment ſince my arrival, ſhe ſoon 
after propoſed retiring; and a flight 


repaſt in an adjoining room was ſuc- 


ceeded by the feaſt of ſouls ; which, 


2 though highly ſeaſoned with tears, 


was ſtill luxurious to hearts intereſt- 
ed, like ours, in the minuteſt incident 
relating to each other. 

01. 141400: 408; tene ti 
On returning to the Duke's, apart- 
ment, we found him ſunk into a gen- 

{11 | tle 
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tle ſlumber, ,and;were again going to 
take our places by his chair (for as 
yet he has not entirely kept his bed) 
when Mr, Villeroy, anxious, for the 
preſervation of his Clara's health, 1 in- 
treated her, as the afternoon was pe- 
cuharly. fine. for the ſeaſon, not to 
neglect improving it by an airing 
round the park; and, to enforce his 
requeſt, added, that he was ſenſible 
her acquieſence would give pleaſure 
to her Lord, who frequently ex prefſ. 
ed his apprehenſions that her conſti- 
tution would ſuſtain ſome injury, 
from a deb gipey of her aceuſtomed 
exerciſe. ; 


For the Gr time ſince the confine- 
ment of this beſt of men, ſhe ſuffer- 
ed herſelf to be prevailed on to leave 
him for an hour; but thinking "ih 


walk would be more, agreeable to me, 
450 | after 


L 
» DO > 
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after juſt coming off a journey, gave 
it the preference to à drive; and, 
flipping on our clogs to defend us 
from the damps, we bent our courſe 


| towards the park. 


After ſome time paſſe teiveril g 
its moſt delightful walks, we return- 
ed by the pleaſure ground; our hearts 
and lips ſtill occupied by a theme too 
interefting to tire. Never did my 
Clara appear to me fo ſtrikingly | love- 
Ty, as during the recapitulation of the 
particulars attending the diſcovery of 
Lord Edward's attachment: now a 
gleam of tranſient pleaſure ittumin 
ing her intelligent features :—anon 
the-dew of fenfibttity obfcuring the 
riſing ſmile—white deep fighs of re- 
gret agitated her ſpotleſs bofom; on 
the reflection of the terms on which 


her happinefs muft be purchafed. 
_— 
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Ass we croſſed one of the moſt re- 

tired walks, of a ſudden the fading 
roſes of her cheeks aſſumed a deeper 
bloom the cauſe immediately oc- 
curred to my recollection—it was the 
ſpot in which ſhe had found his Lord- 
ſhip ſleeping, when the fight of her 
portrait, hanging on his boſom, diſ- 
covered to her the ſecret ſource of all 
his recent ſufferings. J 


She bones paſt the place as if ſhe 
helieved there was ſomething crimi- 
nal in the indulgence of thoſe ſenſa- 
tioas, which the retroſpection of ſueh 
an event muſt naturally inſpire; and 
on a reference to her watch, perceive 
ing we had been out above an hour, 
redoubled her ſteps towards the Caſtle, 
expreſſing the utmoſt anxiety, left 
in her abſence the attendants ſhould 
have been deficient in their attention 
7 | to 
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to hex venerable charge. How differ- 
ent are the ſentiments of this charm- 
ing woman to thoſe which would ani- 
mate the boſoms of the generality of 
our ſex, under ſimilar circumſtances! 


On our return we had the fatis- 
faction to find his Grace much re- 
freſhed by his temporary repoſe; and 
in terms that ſhewed his own eaſe 
was a conſideration leſs valuable to 
him than her welfare, he thanked 
her for the attention ſhe had paid to 
his happineſs, in complying with her 
father's requeſt; a precaution, he 
added, fo neceflary to the preſervation 
of her health, that he hoped ſhe 
would never omit it, whenever the 
weather admitted of going out. 


Lord Edward is, 1 find, daily ex- 
pected; and his return is anticipated. 
with 


1. 0 


) fm uf 


. 
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with a degree of impatience by the 
reſpectable invalid that ſhews him 
intereſted, by the tender ties of pater- 
nal love, in whatever telates to the fe- 
licity of that ineſtimable young n man. 
I feel much for my poor friend : 
however ſincerely her - heart partici- 
pates in the general ſatisfaction that 
will be diſplayed in every face on his 
arrival, (for he is idolized by all the 
family) her delicacy muſt, at firſt, 
be ſeverely wounded at the reflection 
of the incident which led to a re- 
union, and their mutual embarraff- 
ment, prove too predominant to be 
RING 1 neren ſenſe of j Joys 


But the nn adden of his 
Lordſhip will, I truſt, ſave her from 
that confuſion which might be at- 
tendant on ſuch a: meeting with one, 
whoſe ſentiments were leſs pure; 
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longer, in retiring from my writing- 
table 1 might probably diſturb her 
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and, long accuſtomed - to' ſuppreſs 
evety unruly with, he will not ſut- 


er even high-fed hope to betray him 


into any impropriety, on ah occaſion 
that calls for the wuitmoſt; exertions of 


prudence. 


: I muſt now, dear Madam, for the 
preſent, bid you adieu: the midnight 
bour is near at hand; and as 1 ſleep 


in an apartment adjoining to that of 
the Ducheſs, who has juſt reſigned 


herſelf to the arms of Somnus, was 
I to continue to chat with yeu any 


an accident for which I ſhould not 
eafily forgive myſelf, as her ſpirits 
are too much ' exhauſted. by metital 
fatigue, not to render the aid of re- 
poſe eſſantial to heir ſuppo t. 

7 e 56h 
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The courier who comes daily with 
an expreſs to Lord G—— will bring 
you this; and, by the ſame means, 
I ſhould be happy to hear of yours 
and my dear father's health. Good 
night, deareſt Madam :—I go to pe- 
tition Heaven for its continuance: 
a ſupplication never omitted in the 
oriſons of her who is, with all poſ- 
fible duty and reſpect, 


0 J al 


l. mH. 1h b Ne 


GERTRUDE, 
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1 wks hs to acquaint x my deareſt 
Mother, that our proſpetts wear 
a leſs brighter aſpe& than when I 
diſpatched my laſt. The Duke's ſi- 
tuation - betomes every hour more 
alarming ; for though he does not 
| betray it verbally, his impatience to 
behold his Grandſon, viſibly operates 
ſo powerfully upon his mind, that 
its effects extend themſelves through- 
out the whole corporeal ſyſtem; and 
a fever is apprehended by his phyſi- 


cians, if the utmoſt precaution is not 
E 23. d& > 4 ob- 
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obſerved, 'to diveſt it of every ſource 
of nde commotion. 


Three diys: fuceullively have we 
been momentarily expecting hisLord- 
ſhip's arrival; nor' can we account 
for this delay, but from the packet 
being detained by contrary winds, 
which I know is ſometimes the caſe, 
by the irregularity which uſed. for- 
merly to attend the delivery of my 
letters from that quarter. The laſt 
they received from him mentioned 
his intention of. embarking the pre- 
ceding day; ſomething unexpected 
muſt, therefore, certainly have im- 
peded his paſſage. Grant Heaven it 
be not illneſs! Such an additional 
ſubject of affſiction would be fatal to 
his Grace, and my poor friend would 
ſink under the complicated diſtreſs. 
I dare not hint my fears for him, but 

VOL, 111, L I really 
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J really cannot help indulging the 
moſt gloomy ideas, Which I believe 
in part have ariſen from an ugly 
dream: yet it did not altogether re- 
late to Lord Edward neither; nor can 
J rightly tell to whom; but I was 
the whole night buried in a ſcene of 
horror and confuſion—bloodfhed and 
death ſeemed to environ my pillow. 
Such an uncommon effect has it had 
upon my ſpirits, that, inſtead of af- 
fording conſolation to the Ducheſs 
and her Father, I ſtand in need of 
theirs, to chaſe away the depreſſion 
which hovers round my heart. 


The air may perhaps be efficacious. 
Tl take a turn in the park, and make 
the eflay; afterwards, if nothing pre- 
vents me, will again take up my 
| THE 
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THE DUCHESS IN CONTINUATION. 


Your Ladyſhip will not, I hope, 
be alarmed on the fight of theſe dif- 
ferent characters. Lady Gertrude is 
ſafe; but from exceſſive ſenſibility 
her ſpirits have ſuſtained a ſhock 
that has had nearly the effect of in- 


diſpoſition, and has left her too much 
agitated to attempt a concluſion of 


her letter; for which cauſe I have 


taken upon me the honour of being 
her amanuenſis, as ſhe wiſhes to avail 
herſelf of an opportunity that now 


offers for its ng 


This W ain after break- 


faſt; ſhe rambled into the park, in 


i 


hopes to diſſipate à painful head-ach, 
LS which 


7 
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which had troubled her from the 
time that ſhe aroſe. I would have 
accompanied her in her walk, but 
my Lord appearing ſomewhat worſe 
than yeſterday, her Ladyſhip declined 
my offer; and, that ſhe might not 
be quite alone, ſent for Dinah to at- 
tend her. 


They had been gone about half 
an hour, when, happening to go to- 
Wards the window for a book, I ob- 
ſerved ſomebody at a diſtance haſten- 
ing their ſteps with velocity towards 
the houſe. As they approached near- 
er, I perceived it to be Dinah; and 
her being alone, added to the hurry 
in which ſhe appeared, alarmed me 
beyond expreſſion. I had, however, 
the preſence of mind not to commu- 
' nicate my fears to any one about me; 
but, ſtealing upperceived out of the 
| room, 
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room, flew down ſtairs to meet her. 


The good old ſoul, almoſt breathleſs 8, 


with running, had juft reached the 
hall door as I approached it; and, un- 
able to articulate a word but Lady 
« Gertrude,” in accents of affright, 
ſunk upon the ſteps, overcome with 
terror and fatigue. Her incapability 
to add more, redoubled my diſtreſs ; 
but, ringing for the houſekeeper, by 
the aid of a little hartſhorn and water 
we ſoon brought h-r to herſelf, and 
ſhe attempted again to ſpeak, but ſo 
much had fright overpowered her, 
that all we could gather from her in- 
coherent account was, that her La- 
dyſhip lay covered with blood in the 
Great Walk, and begged we would 


| haſten to her aſſiſtance; but this was 


all the explanation of which ſhe was 
then capable. 


L3 Mine 


- 
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Mine froze with horror at her 
words; and throwing on my calaſh, 
bidding one of the footmen follow 
us, I took the arm of Benſon; and, 
almoſt without feeling the ground, 
we reached the fatal ſpat. 


Such a ſcene then prefented itfelf 
to my eyes, as will never more be 
effaced from my remembrance ! A 
gentleman lay ſtretched upon the 

ground, apparently breathing his laſt ; 
and by his ſide my poor friend m a 
fainting fit, which appeared to have 
overcome her, itt a fruitleſs attempt 
to ſtop the goary ſtream that iflued 
from a large contufion on one fide of 
his head; for ſhe had torn both her 
apron and ſhawl in endeavouring to 
effect the benevolent purpoſe, and 
every part of her dreſs was literally, 


as Dinah had defcribed 1 it, covered 
over 


THE PTA TONIC MARREFAGEs 223 


over with blood: but, amidſt this 
diſtreſſing ſpectacle, I had the con- 
folation to perceive, that, excluſive 
of the effect produced on her ſpirits, 
from her endeavours to ſuccour the 
unfortunate who was beſide her, ſhe 


had ſuſtained no perfonal injury. 


I ſeated myſelf by her on the 
ground; and, raiſing her head upon 
my lap, bathed her temples with 
ſome drops I had brought with me, 
while Benſon admitiiſtered water, and 
took every other precaution' to eſſect 
her recovery. - During the time we 
were ſo employed, 1 diſpatched the 
ſervant back to the houſe for afliſt- 
ance for the gentleman, ordering him 
to be cautious to fpread no alarm 
through the family, leſt it ſhould 
reach the ears of the Duke; but be 


expeditious as poflible in procuring a 
| L 4 litter 
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litter for his conveyance to the Caſtle, 
and at the ſame time ſend the coach 
for us, as her Ladyſhip, when reco- 
vered, would be unable to return on 
foot. 5 

In a few minutes. I had this bie 
faction to find our applications were 
not entirely without ſucceſs. She 
languidly raiſed her head, and re- 
ſpiring a deep- draw ſigh, articulated 
faintly, Poor Lord George !—he 
„is gone for ever!” — then raiſing 
her hands towards her eyes, as if to 
veil them from the horrid lch, ſunk 
again upon * knee. 


This thug: exclamation drew my 
attention towards the unfortunate, 
whoſe features were ſo totally dif- 
guiſed by blood and dirt, that I had 
not the leaſt recollection of him, and 

3 thought 
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thought the intellects of her Ladyſhip 
muſt certainly have ſuſtained ſome 
injury from her exceſſive fright, as 
the gentleman I ſuppoſed alluded. to 
by that title was then on the Conti- 
nent; an idea that threw additional 
horror over my heart; and, over- 
charged with its emotions, the tears 
fell in torrents from my eyes, which, 

unable either to ſuppreſs or, wipe 
away, (both arms being engaged in 
her ſupport) ſo copiouſly bedewed 
her pallid face, that, from the effect 
of the conſequent ſenſation, ſhe again 
returned to life, and perceiving me 
weeping over her, ſuddenly, raiſed 
herſelf from my arms, aſking mildly 
if it was yet too late to fave him? 
adding, with the moſt affecting pa- 
thos, “ but I ſee too. plainly all is 
* over !—his ſoul has winged its 


« CO IO drops a tear 
5 " and 
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« and all that is left of Wentworth 
4 is a lifeleſs corpſe !” 


Tendeavoured to ſooth her to com- 
poſure, hinting, that the ſtrength of 
imagination had moſt probably led 
Her into an error, as Lord George was 
not, to my knowledge, in England; 
the laſt letters from Paris having 
mentioned that he intended to extend 
his tour after his friend's return. 


She ſhook her head —laconically 
replying, with an emphaſis and coun- 
- tenance deſcriptive of her feelings, 
% Do you think, my Clara, that be- 
© cauſe covered with blood I do not 
«© knowhim, when I wear him here? 
—and, in an attitude of deſpair, laid 
her hand upon her boſom. 


A fide 


; 
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A ſide glance from Benſon, - wd, | 


was aſſiſting in putting him on the 
litter they had brought, convinced 


me, however improbable, that the 


evidence of her Ladyſhip's ſenſes had 
not miſled her, (the former having: 
known him from a child) and I of- 
fered no more arguments to impreſs. 
her with a contrary belief; but as we 
drove ſlowly home tried to conſole: 
her with the poſſibility of his reco- 
very; as the lifeleſs. ſtate in which 
he then. appeared might proceed only 
from loſs of blood; which, when 


ſtaunched, and proper reſtoratives ad- 


miniſtered, his wound might not * 
found dangerous. 


The natural ſweetneſs of her dif- 


poſition prevailed over her deſpair. 


'To have appeared incredulous would 
have ſhewn a propenſion to repel the 
LG prof- 


5 
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pProffered balm, of conſolation; With- 
out reply ſhe therefore ſuffered me to 
feed the lambent lamp of hope, but 
has ſince confefled,. that not till two 
hours after did her heart, in reality, 
dare yeild to its indulgence. 


As ſoon as we got home, I ordered 
our patient to be placed in a room 
contiguous to the Duke's, for the 
better convenience of dividing our at- 
tention between them; and prevailed 
on Lady Gertrude to retire to hers, 
till, by a temporary refreſhment, her 
ſpirits were ſufficiently reſtored, to 
allow her, with ſafety to her health, 
to become a ſharer in the fatigue; and 
promiſed, when the ſurgeons had in- 
ſpeed his Lordſhip's wounds, to re- 
turn to her with an account of the 
ſituation in which they found him. 
on Happily 
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- Happily they pronounced it not 
dangerous. Before their arrival I had 
cauſed a ſtyptic to be applied, (the 
efficacy of which I had witneſſed in 
a recent accident in our family, that 
was attended With an hemorrhage) 
and fortunately it had the deſired 
eſtect. On inſpecting his wounds, 
they found them merelx ſuperficial, 
without the leaſt ſymptoms of a frac- 
ture; but as they happened to have 
been received on a part that was re- 
plete with veſſels, one of them had 
burſt; and the large effuſion of blood 
that immediately iſſued from the part, 
had rendered him to all appearance 
lifeleſs, aud alarmed Lady Gertrude 
to the degree before deſcribed. 


Some reſtorative medicines and a 
few hours repoſe, they aſſured me, 
would work a great change in his 

| favour ; 
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favour; and in the mean time it was 
requeſted that he ſhould be kept per- 
fectlyſtill; and if the bleeding from 
any unavoidable emotion, ſhould re- 
turn, the ſtyptic be again applied 


as before, and immediate notice ſent 


them. 


That nothing might be omitted 
which could contribute to his reco- 
very, 1 deſired Benſon to attend his 
Lordſhip till a nurſe could be pro- 
cured, and then returned to my friend, 
who ſeemed to acquire new life from 
the: hopes the ſurgeons had given us. 


Her ſpirits ſomewhat more com- 
| poſed, I prevailed on her to take 


ſome refreſhment ; and ſhe then en- 


tered into a detail of the particular 
circumſtances which preceded her be- 


ing 


4 


4 
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s 


ing reduced to the ſtate in which I 


13 8 her. 


S 


po Gods on firſt going out ſhe had 
ſeen a horſe paſs the Park wall, in 
full fpeed, without his rider; and, 

after fruitleſsly aſcending a little bil- 
lock that bounded an extenſive pro- 
ſpect, in hopes of diſcovering the 
unfortunate who had been thrown, 


purſued her walk, momentarily ex- 


preſſing to Dinah the ſympathetic: 


ſenſations that overpowered her heart. 


After walking above half a mile 
further, on turning into. the long 
walk which leads to the high road, 
the thought ſhe perceived ſomebody 
lying on the ground; and, naturally 
ſuggeſting it was the perſon ſhe had 
deen looking for, her impatience to 


aſcertain his ſafety, or affard him 


„ nes 
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neceflary relief, gave unuſual ſpeed 

to her ſteps; and, leaving Dinah to 
follow as faſt as ſhe could, ran, or 
rather flew towards the ſpot. 


On a nearer approach ſhe perceived 
him weltering in his blood; and ſtoop- 
ing to ſee from whence it iſſued, even 
under all the horrors with which this 
accident had veiled them,, immediate- 
ly recognized the features of Lord 


George. 


Four Ladyſhip, ever too tender a 
parent for your Gertrude to harbour 
+ a thought that ſhe would not willing- 
ly repoſe on your maternal boſom, is 
ſufficiently acquainted with her ſe- 
cret prepoſſeſſion in favour of this 
young man, to conceive what muſt 
be her ſenſations on ſo unexpectedly 
diſcovering him in that condition, at 

a time 
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a time when ſhe had every reaſon to 
believe him in a diſtant * 
At firſt, the death- like Þoectacle he 
exhibited, and the natural timidity of 
a mind unaccuſtomed to ſuch ſhocks, 
impeded her. from affording him that 
aſſiſtance, which the urgency of the 
caſe required; but, every conſidera- 
tion ſoon loſt in that of adminiſtering 
to his relief, ſhe waited not for the 
approach of Dinah, who was' ſtill 
ſome. paces diſtant, but, applying 
herſelf to the melancholy taſk of aſ- 
ſuaging his blood, indiſcriminately 
made uſe of any part of her apparel 
that ſeemed beſt adapted to the pur- 
poſe: at length, finding every effort 
ineffectual, ſunk under the poignant 
diſtreſs; and the ftrong-emotions of 
grief being ſucceeded by a total ſuſ- 
en of her faculties fell lifeleſs on 
the 
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the ground, where, on the arrival of 
Dinah, ſhe lay to all appearance de- 
prived of * animation. 


The worthy creature, -alinoft pe- 
trified at the horrid ſcene which pre- 
ſented itſelf, ſtood ſome moments 
aghaſt !—when, recollecting her own 
inability to effect her Ladyſhip s re- 
covery, as the had no kind of vola- 
tiles about her, made the beſt of her 
way back to the houſe, but ſo totally 
overpowered by fright, that we could 
only learn from her incoherent ac- 
count, that ſome terrible accident had 
happened to N Gertrude. 


Thank Heaven it proved no worſe l 
In a few hours we may probably be 
able to gain ſome further information 
reſpecting his Lordſhip's fall, but at 
prefent he is too weak for any en- 

quiries 
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quiries to be made with ſafety, We 
have made uſe of every precaution to 
conceal this melancholy affarr from 
the knowledge of his Grace; and my 
frequent abſence from his room has 
been attributed to my attentions to 
my friend, whom a light indiſpoſi- 
tion has been ſuppoſed to confine to 
hers: for did he know that Lord 
George was in the houſe, his impa- 
tience to gain ſome intelligence re- 
ſpecting the anticipated arrival of Lord 
Edward would, probably, operate to 
the further injury of his health; we 
are therefore conſtrained to obſerve 
ſilence on the ſubject, till the former 
is in a ſtate to anſwer the interroga- 
tories with ſafety. | 


My father has juſt been looking 
in upon his Lordſhip, and ſays, that 
we have every thing to hope from the 

calm 
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calm repoſe into which he has fallen; 
and I have the further ſatisfaction to 
aſſure Lady Spencer, that the late 
emotions of her beloved Gertrude 
have no otherwiſe affected her health 
than to produce a langour of ſpirits, 
that I flatter myſelf will diſperſe when 
our patient is out of danger; unleſs 
the fear that he ſhould become ac- 
quainted with the poignancy of her 
ſenſations, on his account, ſhould 
continue to depreſs them; for, how- 
ever tenderly intereſted in his preſer- 
vation, the innate delicacy of her 
mind would render his knowledge 
of her ſentiments a very great miſ- 
fortune. But among friends, ſincere- 
1y anxious for her happineſs, ſhe has 
nothing to fear on that head; nor 
needs there, I truſt, ſuch a ſtep to 
promote their mutual felicity, as it 
is next to an impoſſibility that, in a 
ſtate 
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ſtate of convaleſcence, his Lordſhip 
ſhould reſide under the ſame roof 
with ſo much excellence, without 
their affection very ſoon becoming re- 
ciprocal. In the courſe of a day or 
two your daughter propoſes herſelf 
the pleaſure of addreſſing you again, 
when J hope your Ladyſhip will re- 
ceive a more ſatis factory account of 
her health, and alſo further intima- 
tion relating to what is intereſting to 
us all: till when muſt beg leave to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, moſt reſpectfully, 


Yours, 


WISE 


LET- 
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US TER IWM. 
LADY GERTRUDE SPENCER TO LADY SPENCER, 


T is with pleaſure, deareſt Madam, 
that in part I am able to confirm 


With my pen thoſe e my friend 
has given you. 


In a word, we are all better; and 
a tranſient gleam of ſunſhine illu- 
mines the dreary ſcene. Lord George 
is ſo much amended, that he has been 
able to give us a particular account 
of his accident, and alſo the ſatisfac- 
tory intelligence that his friend is 


on the road; ; the communication of 
which 


4 


P 
” 
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which has had ſuch a ſalutary effect 
upon the Duke, that he appears in 


better ſpirits than he has been for 


ſome days paſt. 


Having been privately informed by 


Benſon that his Lordſhip had ſlept 
very well all night, and ſeemed per- 
fectly reſtored to the powers of re- 
collection, her Grace looked in upon 
him as ſoon as ſhe aroſe, and expreſſed 
her ſatis faction at the rapid progreſs 
of his amendment, begging that he 


would look upon himſelf at home, 


till his recovery was perfectly eſtab» 
liſhed; and whatever he judged moſt 
conducive tb his eaſe or ſatisfaction, 


intreated he would command without 


reſtraint, as every one in the family 
would be happy, in the ſmalleſt de- 
gree, to alleviate thoſe alls, under 
which he ſo unfortunately laboured. 
017 EP His 


| 
I 
| 
4 
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His acknowledgments were ade- 
quate to her hoſpitality ; but in terms 
expreſſive of aſtoniſhment at every 
thing about him, he. enquired how 
he came there? as he did not recollect 
a ſingle circumſtance” that had oc- 
curred fince the moment his horſe 
took 'fright. He had dreamt ſome- 
thing about a precipice, and that a 
young lady had kindly extended her 
hand to ſave him from tumbling; but 
till he awoke, and found blood upon 
his linen and the bed-clothes, had 
no particular ſenſe of pain, or any 
perſonal accident. 


When acquainted with the ſitua- 
tion in which he had been found by 
one of the family, without naming 
me as the perſon, he lifted up his 
hands and eyes in ejaculatory grati- 
tude to Heayen, and begged ſhe would 

45 take 
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take the trouble of tranſmitting his 
acknowledgments to her preſerver. 


1 1 . — 3 
If able to bear the fatigue of our 
« preſence,” replied the Ducheſs, 


* xe will do ourſelves the pleaſure 


apartment j and your Lordſhip may 
then make them perfonally, with- 


<<. out having recourſe to a deputy, 
« though Lady Gertrude, I am af-" 
, ſured, finds ample compenſation. 


*< in the. ſatisfactorq refſeQion of hav- 
x ing, A you reliets, 


HR SE 
ſremed to gecur t his, recolleRion, 


Which ſbe ved he had, by momentazy 
intervals, pan ſegſihie of my atten- 


tionsz but, fontunately, they were 


doo confuſed. ap, yiel. apy, fylppgion 
of my being actuated by a motive 


Vol. 1 1 1 o M More 
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more forcible than humanity; and 
my friend conſiderately avoided en- 
tering into particulars, that no new 
| light might be Groves on. his ideas. 


After aſſuring her that he ſhould 
Mis alleviation, rather than inconve- 
nience, from our company, he en- 
quired if Lord Edward was yet ar- 
rived: and, on being anſwered i in the 
negative, fad. he would then ſoon 
be here, 'as' they had accompanied 
each other to England, and after 
landing purſued their journey toge- 
ther till a few hours before his acci- 
dent; and was going to enter into a 
more minute detail, when, fearing 
he would t6o much exhauſt himſelf 
by talking, the begged his Lordſhip 
to defer the particulars till after he 
had taken forge refreunſs and re- 


365 | aa 
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paired immediately to my apartment, 
to inform me of what had paſſed, 


About half an hour afterwards we 
returned together to the chamber of 
Lord George; and never, my dear 
Madam, were the cheeks of your poor 
Gertrude ſo deeply ſuffuſed with the 
glow of confufion, or did the tribute 
of gratitude ſound ſo eloquent to her 
ears, as when, in the accents of 'fin- 
cere.acknowledgment, the languid in- 
valid ſaluted her by the ſoothing epi- 
thet of his deliverer; yet, the ſatiſ- 
faction of having been inſtrumental 
to his preſervation was blended with 
a painful ſentiment of fear, leſt, in the 


means uſed to effect it, any impropri- 


ety ſhould have eſcaped me; at which, 


under other circumſtances, difcretion 


would have recoiled ;; and but from 
the idea of his being at that timel in- 
Thy M 2 ſenſible 
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ſenſible to my attentions, I ſhauld not 
have recovered myſelf ſufficiently to 
have converſed without evident ſymp- 
toms of embarraſſment during the re- 
mamder of our viſit. 


His Lordſhip had cauſed himſelf 
to be raifed with pillows, previous to 
our entrance; and during the time 
we ſipt our chocolate acquainted us, 
that his unexpected return to Eng- 
land was owing, in part, to ſome 
letters he had received from a friend, 
intimating a elandeſtine marriage be- 
ing on foot with one of his ſiſters, 
and a man far beneath the honour of 
her alliance; hut principally from 
the perſuaſions uf Lard Edward; for, 
if determined on the folly, he ſaw 
tile uſe in oppoſition: That they 
ſet out togtther, and a fair wind ſoon 
waſted: them to Dover, from whence 

Mun A they 


» 
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they took chaiſe: to purſue their jour- 
ney; when, as they were travelling 
with the utmoſt expedition, they 
overtook a ladyin a riding. dreſs, who 
ſeemed to meaſure every weary ſtep 
in the utmoſt diſtreſs of mind; and, 
judging by her appearance that ſhe 
had not been accuſtomed to travel on 
foot, naturally ſuggeſted, that ſome 
recent accident had driven her to that 

_ extremity. Humanity, if common 
politeneſs had not interfered, would: 
have prompted them to offer her a 
ſeat in their vehicle; and they imme» 
diately called to the driver to ſtop, 

when Lord Edward jumped out of 
the chaiſe, and crofling the road to 
meet her, for the was then ſome paces. 
behind him, politely addrefled her by 
an enquiry into the cauſe of her diſ- 
treſs; at the ſame time adding, that 
_ the had apparently miſſed her car+ 
M. 3 riage 
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| riage, they would with pleafure con- 


vey her to the place of deftination, if 
it lay within the compaſs of theirs. 
At firſt, the cooly declined his civi- 
lity ; for thoſe who have been deceived 
are apt to diſtruſt; but, having lifted 
her gliſtening eyes towards him, all 
her timidity vaniſhed : for ſhe beheld 
in his Lordſhip an old acquaintance, 
whoſe honour was indubitable; yet, 
whoſe preſence overwhelmed her 
with confuſion, from the conſciouſ- 
neſs, that the diſtreſs in which ſhe 
was involved reſulted from her own 
imprudence. 


Not to be prolix, it was Mrs. Stro- 
thard (late Miſs Manners) whoſeindiſ- 
_ cretions have of late afforded a public 
theme for ſcandal; and between whom 
and Lord Edward you may perhaps, 
m dear Madam, recollect, that the 
wr 
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father of the latter was once aſſiduous 
to bring about an union; but the le- 
vity of her manners, and deficiency 
of her underſtanding, were, with his 
Lordſhip, a ſufficient motive for de- 
clining the overtures made him; tho' 

the fortune and perſonal attraQtions 
of the lady, would otherwiſe have 
been ſufficient to have recommen ded 
her to the firſt alliance in the king- 


dom. 


In the midſt of the matrimonial 
negociation between their families, 
(the nonchallance of Lord Edward ill 
agreeing with the ſpirit of gallantry in- 
herent to her diſpoſition) ſhe thought 
proper to chuſe for herſelf; and, after 
a few days acquaintance, eloped with 
a young fellow, whoſe only patri- 
mony was his ſword; but his milita- 
ry dreſs, and degage. exterior, having 
M 4 made 
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made a ſkin-deep impreſſton on his 
giddy mind, all intereſted ideas gave 
place to the temporary infatustion; ; 
and, without any previous ptelimi- 
naries, ſhe * became his 
r | 


Ye was, ak tlie Metis 
Had learnt to regret the precipitancy 
of their union. The Captam proved 
a man of honour, and her ſuperior in 
every point but that of fortune; and 
but for the folly of her condutt, 
which became more conſpicuous after 
marriage, ſhe might have enjoyed as 
large a portion of mundane felicity, 
as generally Kal e to the lot of burner 


beings. 


OA ip denchd bad r 
overlooked by her huſband, whofe 
good ſenſe pointed. out to him, that 


lenient 
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lenient means were moſt likely to ef- 
fect a reformation, when his peace 
received an additional ſtab from learn- 
ing that ſhe encouraged the atten- 
tions of a notorious ſharper, who, 
under the aſſamed title of a foreign 
Count, had ingratiated himſelf into 
her good graces: and, in every pub- 
lic ue ray her as her ſhadow. 


ne sehe, threatened, .and. 
all was meffeRualz but, fearing that 
more ' compulſive means would be 
adopted, to debar her from the ſo- 
ciety of her favourite, this knight- 
errantreſs in gallantry once more ſet 
her intriguing ſpirit to work, and 
voluntarily abandoned herſelf to the 
generoſity of her charming Count, 
who had ſufficient influence over her 
cure all her jewels, with whatever 
| M5 " plate 
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plate was portable, and then make 
uſe of her unlimited credit on their 
Banker, as far as poſſible, without 
giving cauſe for any ſuſpicion ; after 
which he tenderly took upon him the 
province of her protector. 


A poſt-chaiſe, was. procured; and 
her wardrobe having been previouſly 
removed by her Abigal, who was in 
their confidence, the enamoured cou- 
ple ſet out for Dover, and as ſhe ſup- 
poſed were travelling apace to the 
land of liberty; an excurſion ealcu- 
lated to inſpire her with an equal de- 
- :gree of gaiety, as that which about 
thirteen nionths before had accompa- 
nied her in a ſimilar one to Gretna 
Green. | 


But the tragical part of this amour 
18 + 6a to come, After four or five 
hours 
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hours drive; during which they ſtopt 
only för relays, when they came to 
a large plain, ſome few miles diſtant 
from the place where our travellers 
overtook her on their road, this con- 
ſiderate lover, recollecting that it was 
a place much infeſted with gentle- 
men of the road, leſt any perſonal _ 
accident ſhould happen to his- miſ- 
' treſs, in. conſequence ef the large 
charge of caſh ſhe had about her, 
prudently propoſed a place of more 
ſecurity than her pocket; and her 
jewels being alſo carefully depoſited 
in one he judged moſt convenient, 
they purſued their journey; ſhe dread- 
ing every moment an attack, and he 
pleaſing himſelf on the _ os his 

contrivance. | * s. 1011.“ 
1102 75 948 & nase. | 
Of a ſudden. he called to the driver 
ta arreſt his pace, obſerving, that all 
M 6 danger 
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danger was then ver. Thay were 
within a few miles of: a dehghtful 
village, where they would ſtop to take 
ſome refrefiment; and the man, uſt 
then remarking that one of the traces 
of the chaiſe was broken, from the 
velocity with which they had driven, 
diſmounted from his horſe, and be- 


gan ſearching in his pockets for ſome 


ſtring to repair the accident. Having 
recollected that there was ſome in the 
ſeat of the chaiſe, the Count propoſed 
to his companion to walk a few yards 
forward, till the neceflary buſineſs 
was effected; and ſhe, devoid of all 
ſuſpicion, condeſcendingly gu him 


her hand. 


After aſcending a little hill, re- 
marking every ſtep the beauties of the 
ſurrounding proſpects, ſhe began to 
_— her OO left this de- 


lay 
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lay thowld put. them into the power 
of their purſuers (ſhoutd any purſuit 
have been made): he then haſtened 
with her to the declivity, where, 
begging her to wait a few minutes 
while he ftepped back to haſten the 
man, he left her to ruminate at lei- 
fare on future happineſs. 


Having ſtood ſome time in a ftate 
of fruitlefs expeCtation, ſhe re: aſcend- 
ed the hill to ſee if they wete coming, 
when, to her utter mortification, ſhe 
diſcovered that ſhe had been betrayed; 
for the chaiſe, inſtead of approaching 
towards her, was driving a contrary 
road with incredible expedition, In 
the firſt emotions of her rage ſhe at- 
tempted to purſue it, but ſoon find- 
ing the folly of ſuch an undertaking, 
gradually relaxed her pace; and, 
overwhelmed with grief and conſci- 

ous 
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ous error, penſively turned her ſteps 
towards a road with which ſhe was 
utterly unacquainted; and but for 
this fortunate rencounter would pro- 
bably have experienced all the dread- 
ful viciſſitudes of ſuch an unprotected 
ſtate, as ſhe had reſigned even the 
power of praviding herſelf a convey- 
ance; and, excluſive of her habit, had 
no property about her, that, among 
ſtrangers, would have procured her 
credit even for a ſingle mea. 


- What a leſſon for the unthinking 
part of our ſex, who, too frequently 
to indulge a romantic propenſion to 
intrigue, without any real affection 
for. the object, plunge themſelves in- 
to eternal wretchedneſs and diſho- 
nour; when, by a proper exertion of 
reaſon, and a ſteady contempt of that 
unmeaning or intereſted adulation 

which 
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which aſſails the ears of every pretty 
woman, whoſe vivacity is known to 
predominate over her prudence, they 
might have maintained reſpectable 
characters through life! 


Though conſtrained by neceſſity to 
accept the protection of his Lordſhip, 
how painful muſt be the ſenſations 
of this unhappy woman, under the 
humiliating circumſtances to which 
chance directed him to her aſſiſtance. 


Amidſt diſtreſſes, evidently the re- 
ſult of her own imprudence, he could 
offer no conſolation, but ſuch as hu- 
manity, and a tender conſideration 
for her ſex in general, prompted. 
With a degree of earneſtneſs, that 
reflects honour on his character, after 
conducting her to his chaiſe, in which 
Lord George had kept his ſeat, he 

. ſeriouſly 


\ 
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ſeriouſly repreſented to her the im- 
propriety of her conduct, from her 
firſt ſetting out in life; and con- 
jured her, if a reformation could be 
effected in her family, to atone for 
paſt indiſcretions by future rectitude; 
and aſked if the knew of any female 
friend who would receive her till mat- 
rers could be accommodated with her 
huſband, ſo as to ſhield her from pub- 
hc contumely. : 


She replied ſhe knew but one; and 
her, though a relation, while the in- 
feriority of her fortune ſeemed to au- 
thorize ſuch caprice, ſhe had treated 
with ſuch unkindneſs and haureur, 
that ſhe hardly dare hope a friendly 
reception; but being informed it 
was —, who a few months before 
had married a gentleman of extenſive 
fortune in H—, his Lordſhip took. 

upon 
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upon him to enſure her one, even 
under her preſent diſadvantages, that 
ſhould exceed her expectations; as 
the conduct of that young lady, while 
in a ſtate of the moſt. cruel and hu- 
 miliating dependaice on her haughty: 
coufin, had too well proved the good- 
neſs of her diſpoſition to doubt, that, 
on an oa ſion which called for ſuch 
exeftions of philanthropy, the native 
liberality of her ſentiments would 
yield to every other conſideration. 


As ſhe reſided only in the adjacent 
county, which her huſband then re- 
- preſented, he propoſed immediately 
conveying Mrs. Strothard thither ; 
and endeavouted to reconcile her to 
the idea of an interview, which con- 
ſeious injuſtice to her couſin repre- 


ſented to her as the moſt eruel alter - 
native 


Gy 
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native to which ſhe could poſſibly 
have been reduced. | 


As Lord George was a ſtranger, 
both to the lady and the family where 
ſhe was going, he declined accompa- 
nying them, as he thought his pre- 
ſence would rather be a reſtraint, 
when her unexpected introduction 
brought on an ecclairciſſement; and pro- 
poſed, that at the next poſt town. his 
friend ſhould take another chaiſe to 
convey her to H ; and, having 
delivered up his truſt, again join him 
on the road. 


It was further agreed, that if any 
thing ſhould impede their meeting 
again at the next ſtage, before the 
morning, the former ſhould go for- 
ward, and acquaint the family at the 

Caſtle 


* 
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Caſtle of the unexpected event that 
had occaſioned this delay. 


Matters thus adjuſted, they all to- 
gether left the inn, and travelled on 
till they came to the road which was 
to divide them, 


As it was then paſt ſun ſet, and 
the town to which his Lordſhip pro- 
' poſed to conduct his charge above a 
dozen miles diſtant from the place 
in which they parted, Lord George 
could not expect to be rejoined till 
rather late; but many hours elapſing 
without his friend's arrival, he be- 
gan to imagine, that not having found 
the family at home, in conſideration 
to the unhappy ſituation of the lady, 
he had been detained till their return; 
and very compoſedly betook himſelf 
to reſt, with a determination to pur- 

| ſue 
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ſue his journey in the morning, if 
his Lordſhip did not by that time 


arrive. 


On finding when he awoke that 
no one had enquired for him, he 
again ſet out on his way to L-—; 
and, having arrived early at his own 
houſe, diſcharged his chaiſe, and ftaid 
only to take ſome refreſhment before 
he ſet out on horſeback towards the 
Caſtle, in order to eaſe the anxiety 
of the Duke, whom he knew was in 
momentary ex pectation of his grand- 
ſon. As the diſtance was ſo ſmall he 
unfortunately took with him no at- 
tendant, which was, in a great mea- 
ſure, the cauſe of his accident; and 
but for the inter poſition of Provi- 
dence, might have proved fatal; for, 
juſt as he reached the Park, his horſe 


took fright; and, 07 the unreſtrain- 
able 
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able velocity of his career, threw, his 
Lordſhip from his ſaddle : with his 
foot hanging in the ſtirrup he was 


dragged for many yards in imminent 
danger of his life: at laſt it luckily 


broke, and he was left almoſt ſenſe- 


leſs on the ground, in the alarming 


ſituation in which her Grace has be- 
fore deſcribed me to have found him, 


As there was nothing in this tela- 


tion that could impreſs the boſoms of 


Lord Edward's friends with any ap: 
prehenſions for his ſafety; and the 


narrator happily pronounced by his 


ſurgeons to be out of danger, as it 


was at firſt only apprehended that 
his ſtrength would be nnegual to the 


exceſſive loſs of blood he had ſuſtain · 


ed, we ventured to acquaint.the Dyke 
that his Lordſhip was in the houſe, 


and ef the. reaſons W 
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him from perſonally affuring him of 
Carteret's. welfare, and peedy ar- 
rival. 5 


This intelligence had the defired 
effect: his Grace now calmly awaits 
the moment in which he ſhall be per- 
mitted to embrace him: and that 
tranquillity which former forebodings 
and poor Wentworth's accident ſo 
cruelly interrupted, again begins, in 
ſome degree, to reſume its empire in 
my heart. Perfect happineſs was 
never intended in a ſtate of mortali- 
ty; but to ſee thoſe we peculiarly 
eſteem in Poſſeſſion of life's moſt in- 
eſtimable bleſſing, is among the pur- 
eſt and moſt ſatis factory of our earth- 
1 enjoyments. Our affections are 
not in our power, or no one would 
encourage a partiality for an object, 
eee in the attainment of 
them; 
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them; but, if I cannot conquer this 
involuntary prepoſſeſſion, I truſt, 
deareſt Madam, it will never lead me 
again to betray my weakneſs; or, 
while favoured in every other circum- 
ſtance of my life, prompt me to hold 
lightly the happineſs of being per- 
mitted to ſubſcribe myſelf, with gra- 
titude to Heaven for the continuance 
of that tender tie, 


Vour aint Pot” 
| and affectionate 


I 
* 
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GERTRUDE, . 
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LETTER XIX. 


LORD EDWARD CARTERET ro sin FEEDERIC. 
| DENBEILGH, - | 


1 is now three days * I arrived 

at L——, and experienced, in a 
re- union with this eſtimable family, 
all the ſatisfaction that could be ex- 
pected in a ſtate, where our happineſs 
is very ſeldom unclouded by the proſ- 
pets of impending ſtorms, 


As I thought the declining health 
of the Duke would be ſufficient apos 
logy for not taking home in my 
way; and impelled by another mo- 
tive not leſs powerful, after deliver- 


ing 
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ing up my frail charge to the care of 
her coufin, ho treated her with the 
benignity of a pitying angel, and 
from an idea of the hazards I ſhould 
run in travelling fo late, perfuaded 
me to ſtay all night, I made the beſt 
of my way to the Caſtle, and imme- 
diately diſpatched an account of my 
arnval to my father, 
Thad learnt, before I got chithar, 
of the accident which had happened 
to Lord George, and found him con - 
fined to his apartment, but mending 
apace, from the humane attentions 
of the Ducheſs and Lady Gertrude 
Spencer; to the latter of whom, I 
find, he ſtands indebted for the pre- 
ſervation of his life; and if I may he 
allowed to form a judgment of the 
future, from ſuch 0 early {ymptoms, 
a ſentiment more eaxtenfive than graz 
0 Wk „l. N titude 
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titude will reward her for the ſer- 
vice :—a diſcovery that I am perfuad- 


ed will not be unpleaſing; as from 


ſome hints ſometime ſince dropt, in 
the courfe of her correſpondence with 


her lovely friend, he has already, 


A Rolen | a en 12 


1 ſhall paſs over the particulars of 
a meeting, that, your own perception 
will whiſper, muſt neceſſarily be at- 
tended with ſome degree of embar- 
raſſment; but it was, on both ſides, 
of ſhort duration, as the idea of cri- 
minality baniſhed from my mind, the 
wild emotions which before deſtroyed 


its peace, and ſhut out every ſenti- 


ent of joy, now no longer ſubſiſted. 
beheld this paragon of female ex- 


cellence, to whom was permitted 
ob look forward a che future arbitreſs 
v11T Ar 


4. 
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of my fate, with the awe of a ſuperior 
being, from whoſe: goodneſs I had 
every thing to hope, but nothing on 
which to preſume: for, at ſuch a 
JunRure, to have betrayed, the ſmall- 
eſt exultation, would have been to 
have rendered myſelf „ r * 


indulgence of being ane 


Cores) 
ſi 2D Y- 10 9110] £3 fon 


The ſaisfacton vchich 8 
on obſerving the glow of health again 
beginning faintly to tinge my cheeks, 
was communicated with a pathos that 
perſuades me it was genuine; and 
that when propriety admits of a more 
explicit avowal of her ſentiments, I 
hall richly be repaid for the reſtraint 
to which the purity! of her mind, as 
much as a proper obſervance of de- 
corum, now condemns her. 


7. 3 TUOUB i X. 


" Wa 3 
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It was late when I arrived; yet, 
my mope than parent was ſtill out 
of His bed, left their fears of dif- 
tubing him ſhould ! preclude him 
from-the pleaſure of as me be- 
foro the ue of | 2 349 


His job entries eus wy Abel 
amended, was ſuch as thoſe only can 
be ſuſceptible of, WhO have learit to 
draw their primary ſatisfactions from 
thoſe which they con fer. After 
pains half an Hour with hirn, at 
'his particular requeſt Mr. Villeroy 
attended me to the apartment of Lord 
George (that worthy man ſcarcely 
ever being prevailed on to quit his 
Hide): Where, additionally bleſt by the 
preſence of the Dycheſs and lier 
friend, we paſſed the remainder of the 
evening; : and parted, about twelve, 


c 


21 814 8 to 
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to invoke the influence of a Deity, 
whom happineſs fornetimes renders 
as great an alien as grief. 


 enOO1N 8185921 an ! | 
The two ſuceeeding days have * 
"chiefly devoted to ther fociety of the 
beſt of men, who, though to avoid 
diffuſing univerſal depreſſion through 
his family, endeavours to conceal his 
corporeal afflictions, appears to be 
viſtbly verging towards that bourn 
from whence no traveller returns. 
Devoid of thoſe emotions which ac- 
company the tranfit of ſuch whoſe 
lives have not, like his, been uni- 
formly good, it is not the king of 
terrors, but the harbinger of eternal 
happineſs, that he awaits; and the 
Funthine of virtue illumines even the 
glaomy paſſage of death. He con- 
W with the utmoſt; compoſure, 
13991 & N 3 o 
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on the awful change he is about to 
make; and, when dur tears fall in 
concert at the calmneſs with Which 
he talks of a final ſeparation, chides 
us for giving way to tegret, on a 
fubjet winch: calls for congratula- 


My father is juſt announerd; L 

Rave therefore anly time to add, chat 
Wentworth 4s: fo much recovered: as 
to be able to leave his room, and 
unite his attentions with ours; but, 
ll his ſtrength is perfectly re- eſtab- 
hfhed; will continue an inhabitant, af 
this hoſpitable roof. Adiev!— thank 
vour good genius for bur fo oppor- 
tunely rencountering each ether in 
my way to H, for to that alune 
you are indvbted for this letter, as 
I'Gought/you' Hl in London. In 
>: 4 a ſhort 


* 
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a ſhort time you ſhall hear further 
of him who is, in the utmoſt ſenſe of 
the word, 8 | 

Your friend, 


E. CARTERET. 


* _ F o = 
, „ * ' 5 ' a v4 TW * ** 
1 4 U 
* 1 * _ 
1 * 
— — 
** } 
= \ e F A 
- 
- 1 
15428 4 
. 1 4 - ? f i 
- * 2 
* * k 3  - 
4 8 4 4 
2 
176 * 5 
4 / 1 . © a4 % A « 
- 
1 133 7 
N e \ ao! * 7 
4 # IS % 3 14 11. 1 
4 * . 
[1 * i i 197 f - "IT s 7 
17 & 4 - 1 
74 1 
* & V # Y , 
1 
0 * 4A 
* 
* & IL 4 2 
» 
* 
% a 
» 
4 12 4 3 
* 
& , Y 
TfL 
CONCELU- 
o wats” 
N * 
Y =_ 


272 TER PLA TONIC MARRIAGE. 


CONCLUSION. 


= T9277 25 {6 

F TER Tad Edward's arrival in 
England, his venerable relation 
diſcovered daily ſymptoms of ap- 
proaching diflolution ; and a few 
weeks cloſed the final ſcene of a 
virtuous, and conſequently happy 
life. 


It would be uſeleſs to expatiate on 
the unfeigned grief which filled the 
hearts of every ſurviving friend: the 
whole country ſhed. tears over his. 
grave, and none were more ſincere 


tan thoſe which fell from the eyes 


of Lord Edward and the Ducheſs. 
= 


4 0 * * 


ſafety be attempted, is too powerfully 
atracted by the magnet of her Lady- 
_ -thip's charms to bear the enn of 
-abſence; and it is expected, in the 
pleaſures of her converſe, will ſoom 


\ 


; 
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Lady Gertrude, who ſhares in all 


her Clara's griefs, continues ſtill at 
the Caſtle; and that this reſpectable 


party may not be incomplete, it duly 
receives the addition of Lord George 
Wentworth ; who, though he left 
them as ſoon as a removal could with 


find a balm for thoſe mental ills 
which no other lenient could ſo _ 
dily home effected. 


In the fociity of theſe eſtimable 
friends, and the moſt affectionate of 
parents, the amiable pair calmly a- 
wait the period, when propriety will 
admit a fuller completion of their 


happineſs: a proſpect not leſs pleaſing 
| to 


to Lord G 
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than Mr. Villeroy 


and themſelves, as in their union all 


his moſt een Nen will 


be anſwered. 


Inſtead of a tour to Rome, through 


the intereſt of a friend, they are in 


immediate proſpect of the deſired diſ- 


penſation; and, when obtained, they 


will doubtleſs experience all that high 


- wrought happineſs; ſo elegantly de- 
ne 1 the inimitable W e 


En 


66 The ſenſor then, | 
As ceafelefs rou nd'a jarring world they roll, 
Will find them bappy—and conſenting ſpring 

«© Shed her own roſy garlands on their heads.“ 
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